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The 72 nd  NY State Convention  
April 26 -28, 2019  

ñConnecting with the Finger Lakes ò  
         
        The Ramada Geneva Lakefront Resort  
            41 Lake Front Blvd., Geneva 14456  
                                   315-789 -0400  

 

Hotel Information : Room Block for Ramada Geneva Lakefront  

is open. Call 315-789-0400.  Ask for Delta Kappa Gamma room  

block. Block Rate is $129.00 (City View) (129 + 13.5% tax is $146.42)  

or (Lake View is $139 + 13.5% is $157.77). 

 
        NY Welcomes INTERNATIONAL GUEST 

Nita R. Scott  
                                  DKG International Executive Director 
 

On Friday evening April 26th, DKG Executive Director Nita R. Scott will share an update 

on the Society.  During the Convention, she will present two workshops ï the new dues 

collection process and a round table for Chapter Presidents.  She will also install our new 

State Officers for the 2019-2021 biennium.   

    Nita R. Scott joined Society Headquarters in August of 2011 ï serving first as 

Membership Services Administrator and now as Executive Director.  Nita, an experienced 

educator, taught secondary mathematics and business in Tennessee and Arkansas before 

moving to Texas to work with DKG.  

    Initiated in 2005, Nita has served her Tennessee Chapter as President and as the Strategic 

Action Committee Chair. At the State Organization level in Tennessee, she was a member of  

the Membership Committee and served as Financial Advisor to the Convention Steering Committee.  During her 

membership, she has conducted workshops at State Organization,  

Regional and International Conventions.  As a member in Texas, she has served on the State Organization Leadership 

Seminar and Membership Committees.              Continued on page eight 

 
 

   

83  years ~1936 -2019  

The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International                                              

Pi State Scholarships, Awards, Stipends and Grant(s) -in -Aid due February 15, 2019  
More details are included on pp.19-20 of this issue.  Refer to the Pi State website for applications. 

 

 

 

The Ramada Geneva Lakefront  

 

 

 
Nita R. Scott 

IN THIS ISSUE LOOK FOR:  
 

Nominations for 2019-21 Pi State Officers on p.3 
CONVENTION Registration Form on pp.4-5; Pre-Convention Institute (3 CTLE credits) Registration & 

Leaders on pp.5-6; Convention Workshops on pp.7-8; Schedule-at-a-Glance on p.8; Convention Speakers on 

pp.9&12; Memberôs Showcase Registration on p.10; Transportation Request Form on p.11; Woman of 

Distinction Form on p. 12; Proposed BYLAWS & Standing Rules Changes on pp.13-18 

NY State News & Pride of Pi on pp.24, 28, 29-31  

NY State Educational Foundation on pp.25-27 
 

 Leadership in Education 

http://www.dkgnystate.org/


          
 
   
  
 
 
  
     I hope that each member of our New York State Organization members had a 

holiday season of giving thanks, sharing joys with friends and family, healing, love and 

looking forward to the gifts of a New Year. Happy New Year! 
 

East Central is proud to welcome members to the April Convention. 
 

    As you know, our 2019 Steering Committee is working diligently with their 

individual Committees to plan our State 2019 Convention at the Ramada Geneva 

Lakefront April 26 -28.  I want to take this opportunity to thank these dedicated East 

Central Area members and their dedicated Convention Co-Chairs Carol Lord  and Jane Morehouse, Beta Delta.  

    The 2019 CONVENTION Steering Committee Chairs and Co-Chairs are listed on page eleven of this issue. The 2019 

Convention Invitation power point and script, ñConnecting with the Finger Lakes,ò may be shared with your 

members individually, in small groups or in a Chapter meeting from the State Website by clicking on the button on the 

Home Page.  The first PRE-CONVENTION INSTITUTE  (3 CTLE credits) will be held on Friday morning. 

    Workshop Sessions are planned on Friday evening.  The Opening Session will feature a welcome by the Geneva City 

Manager Sage Gerling, an DKG update by Nita Scott, International Executive Director, and a Keynote by Joyce 

Thompson-Hovey on ñWomen Trailblazers of New York Stateò followed by our dessert reception.  On Saturday, we will 

elect our new Officers for 2019-2021 and complete State Organization business and reports followed by our Birthday 

Luncheon, workshop sessions and our Memberôs Showcase. Weôll recognize Chapter Women of Distinction and install 

our newly elected Officers at our Presidentôs Banquet as well as having our Annual Meeting of the Pi State Educational 

Foundation and an Info Session on NBCT. On Sunday, weôll honor our deceased members and celebrate our awardees at 

the Awards Brunch.  I hope to see all our Presidents or their representatives and many of our members in April. 
 

To keep us all connected this biennium, our State Committees continue to provide new resources. 
 

    The Communications & Marketing Committee has created a key card and poster for Chapters to add their information, 

print and proudly display at their local schools and colleges.  These will be emailed to Chapter Presidents.  The 

Membership & Expansion Committee continues to add resources to the State Website.  A new Marketing section will be 

available in January.  The Educational Excellence Committee has prepared an outstanding program of workshops for the 

Convention and is hosting our first Pre-Convention Institute for CTLE credit. The Scholarship Committee has completed a 

survey to expand the possibilities for members applying for scholarships.  The BYLAWS & Rules Committee has 

completed a document of the proposed changes to the State BYLAWS & Standing Rules which is available in this issue 

and will be voted on at the Convention. The Leadership Development Committee is offering a continuation of the fall 

Chapter Presidentsô workshop and will follow a workshop by International Executive Director Nita Scott for Chapter 

Presidents. The World Fellowship Committee is creating a survey on Survey Monkey to be sent to Chapter Presidents in 

January and is looking at the possibility of offering real time videocasts. The Audit Committee completed a positive audit 

last summer and will meet in March to complete their third audit. The Ad Hoc Committee on State Financial Resources 

continues to research and study original scholarship documents and make recommendations both for funding, current 

practice and proposed changes in BYLAWS & SR.  The Finance Committee continues to monitor the State budget and 

investments and is preparing the 2019-2020 State Budget. The Nominations Committee has selected nominees for 2019-

2021 State President and First Vice President. The Ad Hoc Committee to Reorganize State Headquarters successfully 

continued their work last summer and organized State documents for easy access. The Committees of Native American 

Grant(s)-in-Aid, Pi State Achievement Award, Scholarship, Travel & Study Stipend, Bea Small Award, Gladys L. 

Mersereau Grant(s)-in-Aid, Frederica Hollister Professional Educators Award and Verna Mulholland Friend of 

Education have all prepared information for members so that they may apply for State Awards, Scholarships & Grant(s)-

in-Aid by 15 February.  They are hoping that members take advantage of these opportunities. Members may access 

information and applications from the State website. Special thanks to our Chairs and Committee members for their 

dedicated work on behalf of our State Organization.  

    Our State Executive Committee and Committee Chairs look forward to hearing from our Chapters and members é 

sharing your ideas and accomplishments ... and to see many of you April 26-28, 2019.  
 

Wishing each of you a wonderful, fulfilling and Happy New Year! 
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ñOpportunities to Connectò 
 

Mary -Martha Harvey  

Pi State President 2017 - 2019 

 

 

 



 

 

The Nominations Committee is pleased to announce two excellent candidates for NY State offices to be elected at 

the State Convention in April.  We received numerous letters of recommendation attesting to the strong leadership 

skills and accomplishments of both these women in DKG and professionally as educators.                Diane Battaglia 

 

                                          President  
 

    Sue Kenoyer has been an active member of Psi Chapter since 1995. She has held many 

leadership positions in her Chapter and Area Council including Chapter President (2008-

2014) and Northern Area Council Chair (2011-2013).  At the State level, Sue has served 

on many committees as Chair or Liaison. She was Chair of the Frederica Hollister 

Professional Educatorôs Award Committee (2015-2017) and the Membership Committee 

(2017-2019). She has been Registrar for State meetings. Sue was elected State Second 

Vice President (2015-2017) and is currently serving as State First Vice President. Sue has 

attended and participated in many Northeast Regional and International Conventions even 

organizing ñNew York Dines Outò in Nashville in 2016 and Windsor, Ontario, Canada in 

2017. Sue was an integral part of the development of the NYS Strategic Action Plan.  

    If elected, Sue plans to continue implementation of those recommendations for the 

future of NY State and its members. Sue continues working as an Adjunct Instructor in the 

Math Department at SUNY Plattsburgh where she has taught since 2008. She retired in 2014 after thirty years as a teacher 

at Northern Adirondack Central School. 

 

                                  First Vice President  

    Jennifer Lee Alden, a member of Beta Omega Chapter since 2009, has served as Chapter 

President (2014-2018) and Capital Area Council Chair (2015-2016).  At the State level, she has 

been Educational Excellence Committee Chair, NY State Secretary (2015-2017) and is currently 

serving as NYS Second Vice President. Jennifer has performed music and conducted workshops 

at many State meetings.  She has attended many Northeast and International Conventions.      

    Jennifer has been a Music Teacher at Shenendehowa Central School since 1994, where she is 

a leader in Music Curriculum and Assessment. She also teaches general music and instrumental 

lessons. Recently, she has served her district as Summer School Assistant Principal. 

 
Nominations for Finance & Nominations Committees   

If no Area Council Nominee was received by due date, Area Councils need to meet to 

nominate a representative prior to the State 2019 Convention.  Nominees from the floor will be accepted for 

vote by Area Council members in attendance. 
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Area Council Nominees for  

Finance Committee:  
East Central Area - Carol Lord , Beta Delta 

Northwestern Area - Barbara Filipiak , Alpha Theta 

Southwestern Area ï TBA 

Southeastern Area - TBA 

West Central Area - TBA 

 

 

Area Council Nominees for  

Nominations Committee:  
Northern Area - TBA 

Capital Area - Anne Marie Bonafide, Alpha Nu 

South Central Area - TBA 

North Central Area ï Mary Kay Hickey , Beta 

Eastern Area - Barbara Keis, Phi 

 

 The Nominations Committee received no nominations for  
NYS Second Vice President or Secretary.  

    These are important positions necessary to complete the slate of officers for the new biennium 2019-2021. We are 

asking all members to encourage leaders within your Chapters to consider becoming a State Officer. Information 

about each State Office is found on the State website along with applications/nominations forms.  

    Please contact any of the Nominations Committee members with your ideas or suggestions. Applications should be 

mailed to Diane Battaglia, 255 Park Street, Arcade, NY 14009 or emailed to dianebattaglia@roadrunner.com.     

    We look forward to your input as we complete preparations for the election at the NY State Convention in April. 

Diane Battaglia 

 

mailto:dianebattaglia@roadrunner.com


REGIST RATION  FORM  
2019 NY  State  Convention  é April 26 -28, 2019 é Ramada Geneva Lakefront, Geneva 14456 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

3-Day Registration Fee includes Friday Night Dessert Reception and meeting materials. 
 

Early 3-Day Registration Fee (Due by March 11th)                           $80.00 _____ 

Late 3-Day Registration Fee (Postmarked after March 11th)            $90.00 _____ 

One-Day Registration (Due by March 11th)              $40.00 _____ 

Late One-Day Registration (Postmarked after March 11th)                           $45.00 _____ 
 

Friday, April 26                $33.00 ____ 

Optional Dinner 5:00-6:15pm All dinners include mixed garden green salad, freshly baked rolls, Gourmet Coffee, Decaf and Tea  
Select One: 

_____Vegetable Wellington: Vegetable & Parmesan Risotto, Roasted Eggplant Wrapped in Puff Pastry with Alfredo Sauce 

_____Chicken Marsala: Lightly breaded Chicken Breast with Mushroom Marsala Pan Sauce, Sautéed Vegetable Medley 
 

Dessert Stations Reception 9:15-10:15pm                             Included in 3-Day Registration 
Assortment: Miniature Cheesecakes, Cannolis, Cream Puffs, Eclairs, Dessert Bars, Brownies; Gluten-free choices; Gourmet Coffee, Decaf, Tea

                                                             Guest Charge $16.00_____ 

Saturday, April  27 
Optional Breakfast Buffet 6:45-8:00am           $17.00 _____ 
Assorted Breakfast pastries, Fresh Seasonal Fruit, Assorted Cold Cereals with Milk, Scrambled Eggs, French Toast, Bacon & Sausage Links, 

Homestyle Potatoes; Orange, Apple & Cranberry Juices; Gourmet Coffee, Decaf and Tea Selections 
 

Celebration Luncheon 11:30am-1:30pm            $22.00 _____ 
All lunches served with Minestrone Soup, Rolls & Butter, Berry Shortcake, Gourmet Coffee, Decaf and Tea Selections 

Select One: 
_____Cold Plate Trio: Homemade Chicken Salad, Tuna Salad and Fruit Salad 

_____Pasta Primavera: Penne Pasta tossed with Fresh Seasonal Vegetables in Garlic Wine Sauce with Shaved Parmesan 

_____Chicken Caesar: Grilled Chicken Breast, Romaine Hearts, Garlic Croutons, Shaved Parmesan Cheese, Creamy Caesar Dressing 
 

Presidentôs Banquet 6:30-9:30pm 
All dinners served with Grilled Vegetable Salad on Kale & Spinach Base with Myer Lemon Vinaigrette and Feta on the Side, Rolls & Butter, 

Decadent Volcano Chocolate Cake with Whipped Cream and Red Raspberries, Gourmet Coffee, Decaf and Tea Selections     

Select One: 

_____Filet Mignon with Port Wine Demi Glaze on the side, Herb Roasted Potatoes and Sautéed Vegetable Medley        $46.00_____ 

_____Vegetable Lasagna Roll: Shredded Zucchini, Roasted Garlic, 3-Cheese Ricotta Stuffed Lasagna Rolls with Marinara     $30.00_____ 

_____Roasted Atlantic Salmon: Ginger Soy Glaze with Mango Chutney, Wild Rice Pilaf and Sautéed Vegetable Medley              $36.00_____ 
 

Sunday, April 28 

Awards Brunch 10:30am-1:00pm                          $22.00_____ 
All Brunches served with Juices, Minestrone soup, Pastries, Side House Salad, Fruit Cup, NY Cheesecake, Gourmet Coffee, Decaf and Tea 

Select One: 

_____ Daily Made Quiche: Vegetable with Zucchini, Mushroom and Onion 

_____ Daily Made Quiche: Western with Ham, Mushroom & Broccoli 
 

  TOTAL A MOUNT ENCLOSED FOR REGISTRATION A ND MEALS       $ ________ 
List any dietary needs ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Please make check/money order payable to DKG New York State. 

Mail to: Betty Pilato, Registrar , 2499 Sanitarium Rd., Clifton Springs 14432-9740 
e-mail: bpilato@hotmail.com  phone: (315)945-2298 

Photo Release:  By your attendance at this event, you are granting permission to be filmed, videotaped, audiotaped or photographed by any 

means and are granting full use of your likeness, voice and words without compensation. 

Refunds and Cancellation Policies: Cancellation notice must be made in writing. 100% of  registration fees will  be refunded if  written 

cancellation is received before March 11, 2019.             Continued on page five 

Please PRINT the following information: 

Name _________________________________________________________________________________  
 

E-mail ________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Address _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Phone  ________________ Chapter ____________________ Position ____________________________  
 

Guest Name(s) for Badges________________________________________________________________ 

mailto:bpilato@hotmail.com


 

 

 

2019 Convention Registration Form ï Concluded from page four 
 

Cancellation and refund requests received after March 11, 2019 will  NOT be accepted. All  fees are non-refundable after March 11, 2019. 

Unfortunately, under no circumstances can NY State issue refunds for no shows. 

Remember  to make your ROOM RESERVATIONS dir ectly with  Ramada Geneva Lakefront, (315)789-0400. Mention DKG to 

receive room block rate. ______Check here if you would like a roommate and have not registered with someone. 

 
 

PRE -CONVENTION INSTITUTE  Registration Form  

 NYS 2019 Convention 

CTLE Credit: 3 hours 
 

òNext Gen Standards: Designing Learning Targets at Multiple Thinking Levelsó 
Presenters: Karen Jones, Beta Omega 

Dr. Lucille Smassanow, Tau 
 

Friday, April 26, 2019 é 9:00am -Noon é Ramada Geneva Lakefront, Geneva 14456 
 

Deadline for Registration:  April 12, 2019 

Institute Fee:  $50.00  
 

Send Registration Form and fee to:   
Karen Jones, 8 Holly Lane, Latham, NY 12110 
phone: (518)429-4125      email: kjdkg72@gmail.com 

 

Please note:  Applications will not be accepted after the due date. 

You will receive a confirmation email with further Institute information and  

directions for registering on Frontline/MLP for CTLE credits.  
 

Next Generation Standards provide the framework for learning for teachers, parents and students. It is the 

responsibility of educators to develop a curriculum based on the standards. To meet the needs of diverse 

learners, educators can develop learning targets at multiple levels of thinking, allowing all students to work 

toward the grade-level standards. In this hands-on, interactive workshop, educators will learn to analyze 

standards and write learning targets in student-friendly language. 

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Phone: _____________________________________ Cell Phone:  ___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________                                                                                         
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________   

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email: ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

School District: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Title and Grade/Subject: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

I have enclosed a check for the $50 Institute Fee, payable to DKG NYS: _______     
  

 

 

For Office Use Only - Received Date:  _______________________  
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PRE -CONVENTION INSTITUTE  Leaders  
     

     Karen Jones is an Adjunct Faculty Member for Empire State College, Mercy College, 

Adelphi University and College of Saint Rose. 

    Karen taught for forty years, thirty-four of those years working at Corinth Central 

Schools. In her career she has taught elementary classroom, middle school and high school 

reading, and GED. In addition, she served as the K-3 Literacy Coach for six years and the 4-

12 Literacy Coach for two years. She also chaired CSE and Preschool CSE meetings. She 

served as a curriculum development facilitator and provided after school professional 

development opportunities for teachers. Furthermore, Karen served as the district-wide AIS 

Coordinator and the District Reading Coordinator. She also served for over twenty years as 

Commencement Coordinator and Senior Awards Coordinator.  

Karen received her B.S. in Elementary Education from New York State University  

            College Plattsburgh and her M.S. in Reading from University at Albany, NY. She has 

earned over 120 graduate credits. In addition to her N-K and Grades 1-6 and Reading Certifications, Karen is certified in 

Wilson Language Program Level I and Level II Upper Steps. She has served as President of, and on the Board of 

Directors for Iroquois Reading Council. Furthermore, she is a member of Beta Omega Chapter of Delta Kappa Gamma 

Society International and currently serves as the Chapter President. In addition, Karen is the Educational Excellence Chair 

for the New York State Organization of Delta Kappa Gamma. She is a member of NYS Reading Association, 

International Literacy Association, ASCD, and Phi Delta Kappa. She has presented workshops locally and statewide. 

    In 2004 Karen was named the District Teacher of the Year. She has been recognized for perfect attendance for eighteen 

years. Students recognized her work by giving her the Yearbook Dedication two times and Yearbook Appreciation eleven 

years. Karen also received the National Honor Society School Service Award three times and has been named to Who's 

Who Among America's Teachers thirteen times. 

 

       Dr. Lucille (Lucy) Smassanow specializes in all areas of literacy instruction, early 

childhood development, educating diverse learners (including students with learning and/or 

behavioral   needs), co-teaching and teaching English to new learners (ENL).  In addition, 

she scores written New York and Ohio teacher Literacy certification, School District 

Administration, and a variety of other teaching certification examinations for Pearson 

Publishing.   

    Lucy teaches both graduate courses and seminars for New York State United Teachers 

Education Learning Trust (NYSUT ELT).  In addition, she has taught for the Graduate 

Literacy and English as New Learners Department at Mercy College, Dobbs Ferry, New 

York.  She is a retired part-time Professor of Elementary Education, Literacy and Clinical 

Supervision at the State University of New York at New Paltz in the Hudson Valley.  She 

has taught for the College of New Rochelle, Touro College in Literacy Education, PACE 

University as a clinical supervisor, and Sullivan County Community College in Early  

Childhood Development.  Lucy's educational credentials include a Ph.D. in Cultural Studies and Education with an 

emphasis in Literacy and educating diverse learners, M.A. in Cultural Studies and Policy with an emphasis in Curriculum 

and Instruction, and a B.A. in English Literature and Education with a minor in Art.  She is permanently certified in 

English 7-12, Literacy 1-6, Elementary Education N-6, and School District Administration PK-12. She has taught and 

served on all levels in college, pre-kindergarten through senior high and adult education, and in both building and central 

office administration. 

     Lucy has written three books, one for teachers: Think, Link and Learn for Literacy, and two for children: Grandma 

Goes Green and On the Way to Freedom. Recently, as a visiting author, she was invited by Macys Department Store, 

Reading Circle, Herald Square, NYC to read and discuss her book Grandma Goes Green. 

     Known for her pioneering professional development workshops and seminars, Lucy has presented her original research 

on kinesthetic brain ignition teaching strategies for English Language Learners at Oxford University, Oxford, England. 

She has continued this research today and applies it to teaching diverse and special needs learners how to read, write, 

think and problem-solve.   
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Karen Jones 

 

 
Dr. Lucy Smassanow 

 

Please refer to the NYS Website, www.dkgnystate.org, for complete biographies 

of 2019 Pre-Convention Institute Leaders. 
 

http://www.dkgnystate.org/


TITLES  2019 CONVENTION WORKSHOP 
Program Descriptions  

Presenter(s)  

Psi Chapterôs Fundraiser: 

A Tea with Famous Women 

Many members have asked us to give a workshop 

on our annual Tea with Famous Women. It is our 

fundraiser to fund our grant(s)-in-aid. We will 

illustrate the whole process and share materials. 

Psi Chapter Members 

A Pictureôs Worth a Thousand 

Words: Caldecott Books  

in the Classroom 

This workshop offers ideas for using Caldecott 

Award winning books to teach story analysis, 

writing, and visual literacy.  

Sue Norris 

Beta Mu 
    

Eligible for CTLE Credit  

 
 

CPR 
Requires 2 workshop sessions 

Come learn or refresh your CPR skills. Course 

includes CPR for adult, child, and infant; use of 

AED, and choking. 
 

A $5 fee for CPR card will need to be paid to 

presenter at time of workshop. 

Lisa Huyck, Rho 

State Secretary and 

Suzanne Patrick, Rho 

State Treasurer 

How and Why You Should Be 

Teaching and Grading Based on 

the Standards 
 

Requires 2 workshop sessions 

What are your standards?  Why should you be 

teaching and grading based on the standards? 

You will learn how to teach, assess and grade to the 

NYS Learning Standards/NYS Next Generation 

Learning Standards. 

Kimberly Gordon  

Beta Omega 

 

 

   Eligible for CTLE Credit  

Land, Water, You & Me: 

Climate Change ï Impact, 

Adaptation, and Vulnerability  

We will address the vulnerable populations facing 

sea level rise as a result of climate change, the 

effect it will have on migration of displaced 

communities, and current risks for food security. 

Eileen Venezia 

Alpha Gamma 

DKG International  

UN-NGO Rep 

WaitéI Get All These 

Resources for FREE?!?!?! 

As NY residents, you and your students have 

access to NOVELNYôs Online Virtual Electronic 

Library. This includes the Health Reference Center 

Academic and Business Insights databases; school-

oriented resources like Opposing Viewpoints in 

Context and Kids InfoBits; peer-reviewed journals 

like Knowledge Quest and Science and Children; 

The New York Times and the NYS Historical 

Newspapers collection and Housekeeping, 

Spirituality & Health, Mother Earth News, Field & 

Stream, Phi Delta Kappan. Expand your classroom 

resources and learn how to save time and money by 

using these NYS Library-funded gems.  

Teresa Keyes 

Alpha Tau 

Proposed Changes to NYS 

BYLAWS & Standing Rules 

An open forum for members to ask questions and 

have an understanding of the Proposed Changes to 

the State BYLAWS & Standing Rules to be 

presented Saturday morning at the Executive Board 

and General Session meetings. 

Donna Yerdon, Rho 

Chair State BYLAWS & 

Rules Committee 

New Dues Process  

Exploration and Explanation 
(for Chapter Treasurers) 

Explore the new dues process for 2019-2020 during 

a preview of the new process and a session for 

questions immediately following. Information 

handouts will be available. 

Nita Scott, 

DKG International  

Executive Director 

Chapter Presidentsô 

RoundTable 

Join the International Executive Director for an 

open discussion about the challenges of today and 

the possibilities for the future. Bring your 

questions, concerns and successes to share. 

Nita Scott, 

DKG International  

Executive Director 

Leadership Development 
Continuedé 

The Leadership Development Committee will lead 

follow-up discussions with Chapter Presidents and 

interested members. Program ideas will be shared. 

Jeanne Schenk, Alpha Tau 

and  

Dr. Margie Lovett -Scott, 

Alpha Alpha 

Co-Chairs State Leadership 

Development Committee 



 

 
2019 CONVENTION WORKSHOPS 

ccONCLUDED  

NBCT Info. Session You are an amazing teacher!  Becoming a 

National Board Certified Teacher (NBCT) is a 

pathway to reaching the highest levels of 

professionalism through design and intention.  Find 

out more about this journey and process.  National 

Board Certification is a symbol of excellence that 

will empower you and impact your classroom. 

                                          See article on page eight 

Sue Norris, Beta Mu 

NBCT  

And 

Catherine Olinger, Beta Psi 

DKG NYS Past President 

 

 

  
 

72nd NY State Convention 
Schedule-at-a-Glance 

April 26 -28, 2019 

Ramada Geneva Lakefront 
 

  
Friday, April 2 6th 

9:00am-1:00pm Executive Committee Meeting 

1:00ï8:00pm     Registration 

4:00-5:00pm Music Rehearsal 

5:00-8:00pm     FDF Sales 

5:00-6:15pm Optional Dinner  

6:30-7:15pm     Workshop Session I 

7:25-8:10pm     Workshop Session II 

8:20-9:15pm     Welcome & Keynote  

9:15-10:15pm    Dessert Reception 

10:15pm  Set-up for Executive Board Meeting  
 

Saturday, April 27th 

6:45-8:00am      Optional Breakfast 

8:00-9:30am & 1:30-4:30pm   Registration 

8:15-9:15am      Executive Board Meeting 

8:15-11:00am    Set-up for Memberôs Showcase 

9:30-11:00am General Session     

11:30-1:30pm    Birthday Luncheon  

1:30-5:00pm    FDF Sales 

1:30-5:00pm     Memberôs Showcase (4:00-5:00pm  

Author Autographs)  

1:45-2:35pm      Workshop Session III  

 

Saturday, April 27th continuedé 

2:45-3:35pm Workshop Session IV 

3:45-4:35pm Educational Foundation Annual  

   Meeting 

3:45-4:35pm NBCT Info Session 

3:45-4:45pm Music Rehearsal 

5:45-6:15pm  Social Time (Cash Bar)  

6:00-6:30pm Chapter Presidents Line-Up 

6:30-9:30pm Founders & Presidentôs Banquet &  

Installation of State Officers 

9:31-10:00pm Receiving Line 

10:00-10:30pm   Hour of Remembrance Rehearsal 
 

Sunday, April 28th 

8:00-10:00am     Registration 

9:00-10:00am  Hour of Remembrance 

10:30am-1:00pm    Scholarship, Awards and Grant(s)- 

in-Aid Brunch 

1:15-1:45pm      Transition Meeting of 2017-19 &  

2019-20 Executive Committees 

2:00-3:00pm      Meeting of 2019 Convention Steering  

Committee 

11:00-11:30am   Educational Foundation Annual  

 Meeting 

Please note:  Times are subject to change. 
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NY Welcomes INTERNATIONAL GUEST 
Nita R. Scott, DKG International Executive Director 

Concluded from page one     

    With a Bachelor of Business Administration (Marketing and Management) and a Master of Science in Education 

with a concentration in Educational Leadership, Nita uses data as a tool to enable Society leadership in marketing the 

Society and building membership.  As a Certified Association Executive, she provides Society leaders with insight 

regarding best practices for non-profit association governance.  As Corporate Secretary-Treasurer, Nita is a member 

of the International Administrative Board, DKG Supporting Corporation Board, and the DKG Educational 

Foundation Board of Trustees. She also serves as Liaison for the Editorial Board as well as the International 

Leadership Development, Constitution and Holden Fund Committees.  

     Nita and her husband, James, live in the countryside outside of Austin with six horses, three dogs and a small herd 

of cattle.   
 



 
 

 
KEYNOTE SPEAKER   

            Joyce Thompson -Hovey  
        ñWomen Trailblazers of New York Stateò 
 

     New York women throughout history have been trailblazers in their chosen fields and the 

world benefited from their expertise. Lucky for us and the nation they did not adhere to the 

Victorian customs of the day that said a woman's place was in the home. You will be amazed 

and proud to be a New York State woman. In this presentation on Friday evening April 26th, 

Joyce will share historical stories about women in many different fields who are from all over 

our great State. 

     Joyce Thompson-Hovey graduated from the State University of New York at Oswego 

with a BS in Secondary Education in Social Studies and a received a BS in Elementary 

Degree from the State University of New York at Brockport. She did her graduate work at 

both colleges. Her teaching career included Junior-Senior High Social Studies, Middle School 

Remedial Reading and 5th & 6th Grade Classroom Teacher for a total of 40 years. She has 

always had a love of learning, especially history. 

    Since retiring she has been researching and doing power point presentations on such topics as: The Civil War, Famous 

Women in American History, the American Revolution and Genealogy. She has also become a Civil War Reenactor and 

an avid Genealogist. 

    Joyce has been active in her local Chapter, Gamma Gamma, for almost 25 years.  She has served as Chapter Historian.  

In the past few years she has served on the State Communications & Marketing Committee.  She has presented at many 

Chapter meetings and State Executive Board Meetings/Seminars and Conventions, and most recently set-up our new 

closed group on Facebook to expand communications between Chapter Presidents, State Executive Committee and State 

Committees. 

Being the Best You Are : 
National Board Certified Teachers  

 

    You are already an amazing, passionate teacher.  In 

your heart you know this.  But you want to be even 

better because you love your students, being in the 

classroom and knowing you are changing lives.  

Becoming a National Board Certified Teacher (NBCT) 

is a way to delve into your teaching strategies, 

philosophies and implementations.  Itôs a challenging 

journey as you examine the lessons you are teaching:  

Am I reaching my students? Am I staying focused to 

achieve my goals for my students?  How can I better 

manage and monitor my students learning?   

    The four tasks of the portfolio take you through 

videotaping yourself as you teach, writing reflectively, 

and assessing your understanding of the five core 

propositions of accomplished teaching.   

     The five core propositions are:  

1. Teachers are committed to students and their 

learning.  

2. Teachers know the subjects they teach and 

how to teach those subjects to students.   

3. Teachers are responsible for managing and 

monitoring student learning.  

4. Teachers think systematically about their 

practice and learn from experience.  

5. Teachers are members of learning 

communities.   

 
 

    While it was one of the most demanding work Iôve 

ever done, it was also the most rewarding and valuable 

professional development Iôve ever completed.  

    There are about 118,000 Board Certified Teachers in 

the United States. It is a symbol of excellence that 

empowers us to be the best teacher/educator we can be 

as well as opening doors to more professional 

opportunities.  
 

    We would like to recognize educators in NYS that 

have received their NBCT certification during this 

biennium at the NYS 2019 Convention.   

    If you have received or will receive your NBCT 

certification from July 1, 2017 to April 1, 2019, please 

send your name, certification, current district and 

teaching assignment to State President Mary-Martha 

Harvey, mharvey@frontiernet.net by April 1 st.    
 

    A workshop will be offered at the 2019 New York 

State Convention with details about the process.  DKG 

NYS currently encourages and supports NBCT 

certification.  Our Pi State Scholarships may be used to 

offset some of the expenses incurred in the pursuit of 

NBCT certification.  Join us to find out about this 

journey of a lifetime.                                  

                                                                  Susan Norris       

 

 
Joyce Thompson-Hovey 
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CALL for  Memberôs Showcase Displays                                     

 NYS 2019 Convention                                                                        
April 27, 2019 é Ramada Geneva Lakefront, Geneva 14456 

 

Deadline for Proposals:   March 20, 2019  
  Send Application Form to:   

Della Ludwig, 3093 Greig Street, Box 296, Port Gibson, NY 14537 
phone: (315)597-3494      email: revdludwig@gmail.com 

 

Please note:  Applications will not be accepted after the due date.  
 

The 2019  Convention Steering Committee is seeking  Showcase proposals  
that highlight the unique skills or accomplishments of NY State members.  

  

Have you, or do you know a member who, published a book, is a gifted artist or potter, is a quilter, a poet, or any other 

special talent or innovative expression that can be highlighted in displays at the 2019 Convention?   Highlighting 

members by celebrating their creative or innovative talents beyond education will be an exciting addition to our 

Convention.   Displays must be delivered to Showcase Committee for set-up in Ramadaôs Atrium on Saturday, 

April 27 th at 8:15am.  The Memberôs Showcase will be open for attendees from 1:30-5:00pm with Author 

Autographs from 4:00-5:00pm.  All authorôs books will be available for purchase from FDF Sales on Friday, April 

26th from 5:00-8:00pm and Saturday, April 27th from 1:30-5:00pm.  
 

Artist/Author Name:  ______________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Phone: ________________________ Email:  ___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________                                                                                         
 

Showcase Title: __________________________________________________________________________________   

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Media: __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Proposed by:  _______________________________________ Chapter:  ___________________ Yrs. in DKG:  _____ 

_______       

Description of work for the Showcase (150 words or less): 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Space is limited ï You are asked to bring 1 medium or 1 large item (example: painting, quilt) or one set of small items 

(example:  books authored or jewelry) to display.  Check one of following to indicate amount of space needed.  Artists 

will supply their own easels if possible. If not, please contact the Showcase Chair.  

_____   Table space: please specify size (no more than ½ a table)  

______ Other: Please be specific (example: space for your own artist easel or quilt rack)  

              _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Attachment(s) (example:  pictures or other information) ________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Web link (if available): ___________________________________________________________________________   

 

      For Office Use Only - Received Date:  _______________________  
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TRANSPORTATION REQUESTS  FORM  
2019 NY  State  Convention  

April 26 -28, 2019 
Ramada Geneva Lakefront, Geneva 14456 

 

 Please Note:  Form is due March 11, 2019.  No transportation requests will be accepted after March 11th.  

Transportation requests will be processed for cities of Syracuse and Rochester only. 
For questions or special arrangements, please contact Chairs. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Form of Transportation  
 

Airplane:  Name of Carrier _________________________  

Arrival :  From ______________ To __________ Flight # ____ Time ________Date _____________________  

Departure: From ____________ To __________ Flight # ____ Time ________Date _____________________ 
 

Train :  Name of Carrier ___________________________ 

Arrival : From _______________ To __________Trip # ______ Time _______ Date _____________________  

Departure: From ____________ To __________ Trip # ______ Time _______ Date _____________________ 
 

Bus:  Name of Carrier _____________________________ 

Arrival:  From _______________ To __________ Bus # ______ Time _______ Date _____________________ 

Departure: From _____________To __________ Bus # ______ Time _______ Date _____________________ 
          Please check bus schedules since some carriers arrive and depart from Geneva. 
 

Please complete this form and send by postal mail or email as an attachment to: 
 

Debbie Hoffman,1831 Whiskey Hill Road, Waterloo, NY 13165 
e-mail: swedehoffman@gmail.com  phone: (315)489-0573 

 
 

Members submitting transportation requests will receive a confirmation email by return email,  

directions for pick-up and contact information for their driver. 
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Please PRINT the following information: 

Name _________________________________________________________________________________  
 

E-mail ________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Address _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Phone  _____________________________ ***Cell Phone*** ___________________________________  

Chapter ____________________ Position ____________________________  
 

 

Special Thank You  to Our East Central Area 2019 Steering Committee  
     

Convention Co-Chairs:   

Carol Lord & Jane Morehouse 
 

Presidentôs Banquet Co-Chairs:  

      Ellie Robinson, Alpha Tau & Gail Rumsey, Omega 

Publicity Chair:  Stacy Liberati, Alpha Tau 

Transportation Co-Chairs: Debbie Hoffman, Beta Delta  

& Marcia Waterman, Beta Theta 

Hospitality Co-Chairs:  

Andrea Windus & Janice Driscoll, Alpha Tau 

Hour of Remembrance: Mary Ann Gilman, Alpha Tau 

Awards Brunch Co-Chairs: Sharon Coleman & 

 Jacinda Lisanto, Beta Theta 

Flowers Co-Chairs: Sharyn Powell & Laura Hill, Omega 

Memberôs Showcase Chair: Della Ludwig, Omega 
AND ALL T HEIR COMMITTEE MEMBERS éé  

Convention Secretary: Diane Cappellino, Beta Delta    

Assistants to Co-Chairs: Diane Cappellino &  

Norma Cayward, Beta Delta 

Convention Registrar: Betty Pilato, Alpha Tau 

Assistant to Registrar: Ginger Burgess, Alpha Tau 

Convention Treasurer:  Sue Barnes, Beta Theta 

Skit Committee Co-Chairs:   

Liz Becht & Diane Cappellino, Beta Delta 

Registration Sign-In Chair: Laura Janas, Alpha Tau 

Property Room Chair:  Jane Crosby, Alpha Tau 

Birthday Luncheon Chair:  Lynda John, Omega 

Presidentsô Procession at Banquet Co-Chairs: 

    Elisa Keating, Beta Delta &  

Diane Osborn, Beta Theta 
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Nominations for Woman of Distinction Awards  
Due January 28, 2019  

 

    Each biennium every Chapter can recognize one woman from their Chapter as a Woman of Distinction.  
 

    At our April 26-28, 2019, DKG New York State Presidentôs Convention at the Ramada Geneva Lakefront in Geneva, 

the Educational Excellence Committee will be recognizing these distinguished women.   

    A woman of distinction is a DKG member who has contributed to her Chapter in a significant way. She supports and 

promotes DKG. Perhaps she is an Officer or a quiet person working behind the scenes. It is up to each Chapter to set their 

criteria.  

    Please join us in nominating one member from your Chapter who will be recognized. Chapter Presidents, or their 

designee, are asked to submit the following information by January 28, 2019:  
 

Chapter Name ____________________________ Chapter Number________ 
 

Name of Nominee (Please check spelling) ______________________________________________________________ 
 

Name & Email of Person submitting the nomination ____________________________________________________ 
 

Submit the above information to Educational Excellence Committee member: 

Lynne Eckert, leckert@stny.rr.com   

by January 28, 2019 
 

FDF Sales has ñWoman of Distinctionò pins.  

They will be for sale at the April Convention in case your Chapter or your nominee would like to purchase one. 

If you have any questions, please contact Karen Jones, kjdkg72@gmail.com. 
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City of Geneva Manager  
to Welcome DKG NYS Organization  

 

    Sage Gerling, the City Manager for the City of Geneva, will be the opening speaker on 

Friday evening, April 26, 2019 at the DKG NYS 2019 Convention.  

    As City Manager, Sage is charged with overseeing City departments and engaging 

community partners to collectively reach the Cityôs Comprehensive Planôs Vision of a 

Beautiful, Prosperous, Equitable, Connected and Sustainable Geneva.  

    Sage manages the Cityôs operations through the lens of the Cityôs commitment to being a 

Triple Bottom Line organization, which focuses on being socially equitable, fiscally 

responsible and environmentally sustainable.  Prior to this appointment, Sage was the Director 

of Neighborhood Initiatives for the City for six years overseeing community engagement, 

planning, neighborhood initiatives and community development.  

    An Austin, Texas native, Sage found the Finger Lakes when she attended Cornell University for her graduate 

degrees in Regional Planning and Landscape Architecture. Sage works, lives and plays in Geneva with her husband 

and two children. They love biking around the neighborhoods, being at the lake and enjoying life in the Finger Lakes.  

         Lynda John 

 

 

 
Sage Gerling 

   
 

               

 

A DKG Key Woman Educator isé 
 

A potential leader    Responsive to feedback 

Able to bring out the best in others  Results oriented 

Authentic     Adaptable 

A conceptual thinker    Motivated to make a difference 
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The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International 

NY State PROPOSED BYLAWS AND STANDING RULES CHANGES FOR APRIL 2019 

Donna Yerdon, Rho, Chair 

 

Please save the following pages 1-6 and bring to the NY State Convention, April 26-28, 2019  

at the Ramada Geneva Lakefront, Geneva.  

 

Proposed BYLAWS CHANGES for 4.27.19 
 

In accordance with ARTICLE XII Section A of the BYLAWS of New York State of The Delta Kappa Gamma Society 

International, the BYLAWS & Rules Committee and the Pi State Executive Committee propose the following 

amendments to the BYLAWS of New York State of The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International to be voted upon 

by the NY State Executive Board at the NY State Convention at their meetings April 29, 2017 in Geneva, New York. 
 

In addition to the following proposed changes, the BYLAWS & Rules Committee, in consultation with the NY 

State Parliamentarian reserves the right to make numbering and wording changes and to update the Table of 

Contents as is deemed necessary for clarity and ease-of-use. 

 

1. To amend Article III Membership Section A which reads: 

The membership of Pi State shall be composed of active, reserve, and honorary members of chapters within the 

state.   

To add:  

The membership of NY State shall be composed of active, reserve, collegiate and honorary members of chapters 

within the state. 

Rationale: This aligns with International Constitution.  
 

2. To amend Article IV Finances Section A Annual Dues and Fees 2. which reads: 

International, Pi State and chapter annual dues and scholarship fees shall be paid between July 1 and October 31 

of each fiscal year.  On November 1 members shall be dropped for non-payment of dues and fees and shall be 

informed of such action by the chapter. 

To add: 

International, NY State and Chapter annual dues and scholarship fees shall be paid by June 1 of each fiscal year.  

On September 1 members shall be dropped for non-payment of dues and fees and shall be informed of such 

action by the Chapter. 

Rationale: This aligns with International Constitution.  
 

3. To amend Article IV Finances Section D Financial Accounting 5. which reads: 

The financial records of Pi State organization of The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International shall be reviewed 

or audited by an external certified public accountant at the beginning of the term, or whenever there is a change in 

the personnel in the office. 

To strike ñor whenever there is a change in the personnel in the officeò 

To add: 

The financial records of NY State Organization of The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International shall be 

reviewed or audited by an external certified public accountant at the beginning of the term every four (4) years. 

Rationale: This clarifies external audit procedures to assure security of State finances. 
 

4. To amend Article IX Committees Section B. General Procedure Number 5. which reads: 

The State President shall serve as an ex-officio member of all Committees except the Nominations Committee. 

To read: 

The State President shall serve as a voting member of the Finance Committee to which she is elected and an 

ex-officio member of all other Committees except the Nominations Committee.   

Rationale: This aligns procedure with NYS BYLAWS & Standing Rules.  
 

5. To amend ARTICLE IX Section C 1. Society Business d. Finance ï elected Number (3) which reads: 

The term of office for members of the committee is four years with five members to be elected each biennium. 

 
Continued on page fourteen 
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Proposed BYLAWS CHANGES for 4.27.19 
Continued from page thirteen 

 

To add: 

The term of office for members of the committee is four years with five members to be elected each biennium. A 

member shall serve no more than two consecutive terms. 

Rationale:  This enables more members the opportunity to assume leadership roles. 
 

6. To amend ARTICLE IX Section C 1. Society Business h. Nominations ï elected Number (3) which reads: 

The term of office for members of the committee is four years with five members to be elected each biennium. 

To add: 

The term of office for members of the committee is four years with five members to be elected each biennium. A 

member shall serve no more than two consecutive terms. 

Rationale:  This enables more members the opportunity to assume leadership roles. 
 

7. To amend ARTICLE IX Section C 2. Society Mission and Purposes a. Awards (1) which reads: 

The Awards Committee shall consist of the chairs of the Pi State Achievement Award, Bea Small Award, 

Frederica Hollister Professional Educatorôs Award, Gladys L. Mersereau Grant(s)-in-Aid, Native American 

Grants-in-Aid, Scholarships, Travel and Study Stipend, and Verna Mulholland Friend of Education Award 

Committees.  The Chair of the Communications Committee and the State Editor shall serve as ex-officio members 

without vote. 

Strike ñPi State Achievement Awardò and ñScholarshipsò 

To Read:  

The Awards Committee shall consist of the chairs of the Bea Small Award, Frederica Hollister Professional 

Educatorôs Award, Gladys L. Mersereau Grant(s)-in-Aid, Native American Grants-in-Aid, Travel and Study 

Stipend, and Verna Mulholland Friend of Education Award Committees.  The Chair of the Communications 

Committee and the State Editor shall serve as ex-officio members without vote. 

Rationale: The Pi State Achievement Award does not confer money to the recipient like all other awards do, and 

it does not receive money from the Awards Committee.  The Pi State Achievement Award is a Pin. Scholarships do 

not fall under the auspices of the Awards Committee, and  

donôt receive any money from that Committee. 
 

8. To amend ARTICLE IX Section C 2. Society Mission and Purposes a. Awards (2) which reads: 

The Awards Committee shall designate the distribution of the Awards Fund to benefit our awards, grants and 

scholarships. If a contribution is designated to a particular award, however, the money will be added to that fund 

alone. 

Strike ñand Scholarshipsò 

To Read: 

The Awards Committee shall designate the distribution of the Awards Fund to benefit State awards and grants.  If 

a contribution is designated to a particular award, however, the money will be added to that fund alone. 

Rationale: The Awards Committee does not designate funds for scholarships. 
 

9. To amend ARTICLE IX C 2. Society Mission and Purposes e. Scholarship number (3) which reads:  

The Committee shall administer the A. Evadna Crawford, the Phoebe Mersereau Eldredge, the Georgia I. 

Hartmann, the Jeanette Johnson, the Edna B. Mack, the Jennie Snapp, and the Ruth E. Williams Scholarship 

Funds. 

To Add: 

The Committee shall administer the A. Evadna Crawford, the Phoebe Mersereau Eldredge, the Georgia I. 

Hartmann, the Jeanette Johnson, the Iona M. Keeler, the Edna B. Mack, the Jennie Snapp, and the Ruth E. 

Williams Scholarships. 

Rationale: According to Standing Rule 12.64 the Iona M. Keeler is administered by the Scholarship Committee 

and so should be included as a scholarship in the BYLAWS. 
 

10. To amend ARTICLE X Section A Scholarships 

To add #3:  

 
Continued on page fifteen 
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3.   The Scholarships include A. Evadna Crawford, Phoebe Mersereau Eldredge, Georgia I. Hartmann, 

Jeanette Johnson, Edna B. Mack, Jennie F. Snapp, Ruth E. Williams, Iona M. Keeler and Pi State 

Scholarship.  

Rationale:  This list clarifies the named scholarships. 
 

11. To amend ARTICLE X Section C Special Funds 2. which reads: 

The Doris E. Nickerson Leadership Development Fund 

To Read: 

The Doris E. and Ruth Nickerson Leadership Development Funds 

Rationale:  This clarifies the named funds for Leadership Development. 
 

12. To amend ARTICLE X Section C Special Funds 2. b. which reads: 

The Doris E. Nickerson Leadership Development Program for incoming Pi State Committee Chairs began in 

1991.   

To Read: 

The Ruth Nickerson Leadership Development Program for incoming NY State Committee Chairs began in 1991. 

Rationale:  This properly clarifies the Ruth Nickerson Leadership Development is for training of State Committee 

Chairs. 

 

13. To amend ARTICLE X Section C Special Funds number 6 The A. Evadna Crawford Scholarship Fund 

which reads: 

6.  The A. Evadna Crawford Scholarship Fund 

      a)  The A. Evadna Crawford Scholarship Fund was established in 2005 from a                  

 bequest by Celeste Crawford, a member of Beta Lambda Chapter. 

b)  The principal amount in the A. Evadna Crawford Scholarship Fund may not be  

 less than $30,000.  Any amount above that, accrued through interest or     

 donations, will be available for scholarships.  Preference in the selection of  

           recipients will be given to educators who are working with elementary age 

      children.     

To Strike 6. The A. Evadna Crawford Scholarship Fund 

Rationale: The A. Evadna Crawford Scholarship Fund is a Scholarship and does not come under Special Funds. 

 

14. To amend ARTICLE X Section C Special Funds number 7 The Iona M. Keeler Fund which 

      reads: 

      7.  The Iona M. Keeler Fund 

           The Iona M. Keeler Fund was established in 1999 from a bequest by Iona M. Keeler 

           to honor Beta Rho Chapter of which she was a member. 

      To Strike 7. The Iona M. Keeler Fund 

      Rationale: The Iona M. Keeler Fund is administered by the Scholarship Committee and  

   should be listed under Scholarships and not Special Funds. 
 

15. To amend ARTICLE X Section A Scholarships by adding number 3.   It currently reads: 

       1.  The number of scholarships and the amount of each shall be determined by the Scholarship 

            Committee in consultation with the State Treasurer and in compliance with the fundsô 

            documents. 

       2.  Rules governing the administration of the scholarship program shall be recommended by the  

            Scholarship Committee and submitted to the Executive Board. 

      To Add: 

       1.  The number of scholarships and the amount of each shall be determined by the Scholarship 

            Committee in consultation with the State Treasurer and in compliance with the fundsô 

            documents. 

       2.  Rules governing the administration of the scholarship program shall be recommended by the 
        Continued on page sixteen 
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      Scholarship Committee and submitted to the Executive Board.        

       3.  The A Evadna Crawford Scholarship  

            a)   The A. Evadna Crawford Scholarship was established in 2005 from a bequest by Celeste Crawford, 

a member of Beta Lambda Chapter. 

            b)   The principal amount in the A. Evadna Crawford Scholarship may not be less than $30,000.  Any 

amount above that, accrued through interest or donations, will be available for scholarships.  

Preference in the selection of recipients will be given to educators who are working with elementary 

age children. 

Rationale: The A. Evadna Crawford Scholarship is a scholarship and should be regulated by the Scholarship 

Committee and should not come under the auspices of Special Funds. 
 

   16. To amend ARTICLE X Section A Scholarships by adding number 4. It currently reads: 

       1.  The number of scholarships and the amount of each shall be determined by the  

             Scholarship Committee in consultation with the State Treasurer and in compliance            

             with the fundsô documents.   

        2.  Rules governing the administration of the scholarship program shall be recommended by the 

          Scholarship Committee and submitted to the Executive Board. 

        To Add number 4. The Iona M. Keeler Scholarship after The A. Evadna Crawford Scholarship if it is 

accepted: 

       1.  The number of scholarships and the amount of each shall be determined by the Scholarship 

            Committee in consultation with the State Treasurer and in compliance with the scholarshipôs           

            documents. 

       2.  Rules governing the administration of the scholarship program shall be recommended by the 

            Scholarship Committee and submitted to the Executive Board. 

       4.  The Iona M. Keeler Scholarship 

      The Iona M. Keeler Scholarship was established in 1999 from a bequest by Iona M. Keeler to honor 

Beta Rho Chapter of which she was a member. 

       Rationale: The Iona M. Keeler Scholarship should be a scholarship since it is regulated by the Scholarship 

Committee and, therefore, it should not come under the auspices of Special Funds in the BYLAWS.  
 

17.  To amend Article X Section D by striking:   Special Awards 

 To Replace with: 

 Committees Subject to Endowments 

 Rationale: This change aligns the section to current terminology. 
 

   18.   To amend ARTICLE X Section D Special Awards 1 c. which reads: 

            c.  The income for the award shall be derived from the interest from the Gladys L. Mersereau   

                 Fund. 

            To Add: 

             c.  The income for the award shall be derived from the interest from the Gladys L. Mersereau    

                  Fund and monies from Awards Fund as needed. 

             Rationale: This will provide needed monies to help the person awarded further her education   

             and also clarifies that some money is coming from the Awards Fund. 
 

 

The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International 

NY State PROPOSED BYLAWS and STANDING RULES CHANGES for 4.29.17 

Donna Yerdon, Rho, Chair 
 

Proposed STANDING RULES CHANGES for 4.27.19 
 

1. To amend Section 5.68 Pi State Treasurer which reads: 

Continued on page seventeen 
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She shall keep a permanent file on membership and shall serve as consultant to Pi State Membership/Expansion 

Committee. 

To add: 

She shall keep a permanent file on membership, including terminations, inductees and reinstatements, and 

shall serve as consultant to NY State Membership & Expansion Committee. 

Rationale:  This aligns to the International Constitution. 
 

2. To amend Section 8. COMMITTEES Finance 8.22 which reads: 

The term of office is four years; five members to be elected every two years. (Capital, Eastern, North Central, 

Northern and South Central Area representatives 4 year terms start in 1997 and East Central, Northwestern, 

Southeastern, Southwestern and West Central Area representatives 4 year terms start in 1999.) 

To add: 

The term of office is four years; five members to be elected every two years. (Capital, Eastern, North Central, 

Northern and South Central Area representatives 4 year terms start in 1997 and East Central, Northwestern, 

Southeastern, Southwestern and West Central Area representatives 4 year terms start in 1999.) A member shall 

serve no more than two consecutive terms. 

Rationale:  This enables more members the opportunity to assume leadership roles. 
 

3. To amend Section 8 COMMITTEES Nominations 8.49 b. which reads: 

The term of office is four years; five members to be elected every two years. (East Central, Northwestern, 

Southeastern, Southwestern and West Central Area representatives 4 year terms start in 1997 and Capital, Eastern, 

North Central, Northern and South Central Area representatives 4 year terms start in 1999.) 

To add: 

The term of office is four years; five members to be elected every two years. (East Central, Northwestern, 

Southeastern, Southwestern and West Central Area representatives 4 year terms start in 1997 and Capital, Eastern, 

North Central, Northern and South Central Area representatives 4 year terms start in 1999.) A member shall serve 

no more than two consecutive terms. 

Rationale:  This enables more members the opportunity to assume leadership roles. 
 

4. To amend Section 8 COMMITTEES Scholarships 8.51 which reads: 

The Scholarship Committee shall finance scholarships from monies in the A. Evadna Crawford, Phoebe Mersereau 

Eldredge, Georgia I. Hartmann, Jeanette Johnson, Edna B. Mack, Jennie F. Snapp, Ruth E. Williams and the Pi 

State Scholarship Funds as stated in their endowment documents. 

To add: 

The Scholarship Committee shall finance scholarships from monies in the A. Evadna Crawford, Phoebe Mersereau 

Eldredge, Georgia I. Hartmann, Jeanette Johnson, Edna B. Mack, Jennie F. Snapp, Ruth E. Williams, Iona M. 

Keeler and the NY State Scholarship Funds as stated in their endowment documents. 

Rationale:  This now aligns to State BYLAWS. 
 

5. To amend Section 9 SCHOLARSHIPS 9.02 which reads: 

Unless otherwise provided for in the scholarshipôs governing documents: 

The Pi State Scholarship Committee is empowered to offer scholarships up to the amount recommended by the Pi 

State Treasurer with no one scholarship to exceed the amount of two thousand dollars ($2000). 

To add: 

Unless otherwise provided for in the scholarshipôs governing documents: 

The NY State Scholarship Committee is empowered to offer scholarships in consultation with the Pi State 

Treasurer with no one scholarship to exceed the amount of three thousand dollars ($3000). 

Rationale: The costs of college credits and certifications have risen and so the cap on the amount of any one 

scholarship should rise as well. 

  

6. To amend Section 9 Scholarships 9.1 Minimum Requirements 9.11 which reads: 

 
      Continued on page eighteen 
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Applicants must be active members in good standing in the Society and must have held membership for at least 

three years with initiation prior to April 1st of the year of the applicant's initiation. 

To read: 

Applicants must be active members in good standing in the Society and must have held membership for at least 

two years with induction prior to April 1st of the year of the applicant's induction. 

 Rationale:  New members or new teachers must begin professional development and perhaps finish a degree or 

certification early in their career.  It would benefit our membership to have to wait only 2 years instead of 3 to 

apply for scholarship assistance. 
 

7. To add Section 12 SPECIAL FUNDS 12.5 ï 12.52 

12.5  The Ruth Nickerson Leadership Development Fund for Incoming State Chairs 

12.51  The Leadership Development Seminar shall be held in the off-numbered years to  

provide orientation and leadership training for all incoming State Chairs. 

12.52    The place and date for the Leadership Development Seminar shall be determined by  

the NY State President and the Executive Committee with notification given to all members of the 

Executive Board. 

Rationale: This aligns current practice.   
 

Please note:  Section 12 SPECIAL FUNDS 12.5-12.56 The Bea Small Leadership Speakers Fund will be 

renumbered 12.6-12.66.  Section 12 SPECIAL FUNDS 12.6-12.64 Iona M. Keeler will be renumbered 12.7-

12.74. 
 

8. To amend Section 12 SPECIAL FUNDS 12.61 which reads: 

         The Iona M. Keeler Award is given to recipients, who are early career educators or recipients who    

      wish to become teachers, with special consideration given to Native American applicants. 

      To Add: 

      The Iona M. Keeler Award is given to recipients, who are early career educators or recipients who wish to become 

teachers, with special consideration given to Native American applicants who wish to become teachers or work 

in the field of education. 

      Rationale: It better defines the Native American applicantôs goal.   
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Building Local Partnerships for Global Impacts on SDGôs 
 

     Gertrude Noden, Beta Delta, and founder of Words Into Deeds has been invited by Finger Lakes ReUse to work 

with local youth to address the following essential questions:    

Are discarded materials a local resource? 

How does ensuring sustainable consumption and production patterns protect Human Rights? 
 

    The central educational objectives are to provide young persons with skills and opportunities to take active roles as 

informed citizens, prepared to have a positive impact on local and global consumption and production patterns in order 

to protect the environment and thereby promote human rights and social justice. Included are opportunities and 

encouragement for students to share their knowledge, data, action plans and recommendations with peers, the public, 

and policy makers at local and global levels.  

    Gertrude will facilitate participantsô understanding of the interconnectedness of all aspects of consumerism as they 

develop practical recommendations to help all sectors of the community become more aware of opportunities to 

improve sustainability.   

Words Into Deeds 
 

    The specific topic of research is each studentôs choice. Students might, for example, investigate the life of an 

apparent ñsimpleò item such as a piece of clothing or something more complex, such as an electronic component. They 

will research the natural resource origins of each component, their assembly into the consumer product, packaging and 

transportation to markets, use patterns and costs, and disposal alternatives (e.g., recycle, reuse, landfill, etc.). They will  

                                                                                                                                                  Continued on page twenty 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Letter from State Award Chair Erin Merrill  
 

Dear NY State Sisters, 
   With your help, NY State raised $6,001 in Awards, Scholarship and Grant(s)-in-Aid Benefit Tickets with 

drawings held at the NY State Spring Executive Board Meeting/Seminar in Latham in April 2018!  73% of our Chapters 

participated in the Benefit Drawing.  Congratulations to the recipients and THANKS to our participants!   

   NYS President Mary-Martha Harveyôs Biennium theme is ñOpportunities to Connect.ò  One important opportunity 

to connect for DKG membership is our own NY State Awards, Scholarships and Grant(s)-in-Aid.  There are many 

opportunities available to members and friends of education.  
 

ñHow can I help achieve the goal?ò you ask?  Here are two waysé 
 

1. Check out the NY State website www.dkgnystate.org for webpages describing each available award, 

scholarship and grant-in-aid and finding applications due 15 February 2019.  There are many prestigious 

awards just waiting to be used to recognize the accomplishments of members as well as women in our community 

who support education or are becoming educators.  We all know at least one person who fits into one of these 

categories.  Please make sure they are identified and honored. 

2. Purchase NY State Benefit Tickets at your Chapter meetings and Area Council Meetings.  The money raised from 

the sale of these tickets goes directly to the Awards, Scholarships and Grant(s)-in-Aid funds.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A note for Area Councils: Please email Erin Merrill,  erinmerrilldkg@gmail.com, the title of your Area Councilôs 

basket and description for recognition at the 2019 Convention and for publication in the summer Pi Lights.  

Page Nineteen                         NY State 2019 Convention/ Seminar  

 

2019 NY State Benefit Ticket for  

Awards, Scholarships, Grant(s)-in-Aid 

Name _______________________________________  
 

Chapter______________________________________ 
  

Phone _______________________________________                    
Drawing at NY State 2019 Convention 

Geneva, April 26-28, 2019 
Donation: 1 for $1; 6 for $5; 12 for $10 

 

NY State Visitations Summer 2018 -2019  
 

Year Date Chapter(s) / Area State Representative 

Summer 

2018 

July 17 Northern Area Conference Lisa Huyck 

Suzanne Patrick 

 August 21 Beta Omega Mary-Martha Harvey 

Karen Crumley 

Jeanne Schenk 

Fall 2018 September 22 Eastern Area Conference Suzanne Patrick 

 September 24 Beta Tau Mary-Martha Harvey 

 September 29 Northwest/Southwest Area Conference Mary-Martha Harvey 

Spring 2019 April 8 Alpha Eta Deborah Bedard 

 May 15 Alpha Nu 60th Anniversary Sue Kenoyer 

 May 20 Chi Mary-Martha Harvey 

    
 

 Refer to future issues of Pi Lights and the NY State website for updates. 

  

The Pi State Organization of the Delta Kappa Gamma Society International was 
organized April 18, 1936 in New York City by our fourteen founders.  

 

http://www.dkgnystate.org/
mailto:erinmerrilldkg@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

News from NYS Communications & Marketing Committee  
 

    Your DKG NYS Communications & Marketing Committee is working on three projects:  a recruitment 

flyer, recruitment keycard and a Facebook closed group for Chapter Presidents. 

   The flyer and keycard have been completed. The Committee is now working to put them in a format that allows 

Chapters to add their own information. The Facebook closed group is not a substitute for, nor does it replace, the 

current open Facebook page. Anyone can access the current open Facebook site or submit items for posting there.  

Members are encouraged to send items to our Facebook Page Facilitator Carol Frost, Chi, frosty9099@aol.com and 

to visit the page at https://www.facebook.com/Delta-Kappa-Gamma-Pi-State-1496027187363910/.  Select LIKE to 

receive regular updates as they become available.  

   The closed Facebook group now being developed will be open only to Chapter Presidents.  Their conversations will 

be private. No one else will be able to access the page without permission from the Group Facilitator, Joyce 

Thompson-Hovey, Gamma Gamma. Chapter Presidents will be notified when the closed Facebook group is 

established. In addition, Communications Committee Member Leslie Chambers is working to revise the tutorials for 

developing Chapter websites. When they are completed, these tutorials will be uploaded to the NYS website.  

Members will be notified that they are available. 

   Other resources regarding websites have been uploaded to the State website, www.dkgnystate.org.  The Committee 

thanks President Mary -Martha Harvey  and State Webmaster Heidi Himes for their assistance.  These resources can 

be found under the CHAPTER menu, CHAPTER WEBSITES.                                                            Judy Wadsworth 
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 Policy for Submissions for State Website  
 

All submissions for the new NY State Website should be sent as a 

WORD attachment to:  

NY State President, Mary-Martha Harvey  

mharvey@frontiernet.net. 
 

Please state in your email the purpose for submitting your work 

to the website.  Only documents directly related to NY State will 

be accepted.  Please know that all documents will be edited and 

formatted for the website.   
 

     

 

Chapter Webmasters  

 

Website & Print Information Release Forms 

must be completed and signed by each 

Chapter member. 

Forms should be kept on file by the Chapter 

Webmaster. 

 

Access form at www.dkgnystate.org 

under Chapters, ñChapter Websites.ò 

 

 

Building Local Partnerships for Global Impacts on SDGôs 
Concluded from page eighteen 

 

examine each stage and determine energy expenditures, the effects on the environment, and the impacts on persons  

and societies.  

    Through sharing their findings with one another and the community, each person develops a heightened awareness 

of the relative costs related to ñReUseò vs the replace obsolete items.  

    Youth are encouraged to design interdisciplinary projects infused with all aspects of STEAM - science, technology, 

engineering, artistic expression, and more! An important component of each studentôs project is bringing their 

findings to broader audiences.  

    In addition to activities in the ReUse stores, students will be expected to make presentations to peers, community 

groups and media outlets. By raising awareness of the ñhiddenò costs to resources, economies and societies, these 

projects benefit both the participants and the community.  

    Recent and now more widely appreciated actions, such as banning plastic straws and other single use items and 

providing alternatives to disposal through groups such as ReUse, all began with individuals who informed local 

groups that then provided elevated awareness of the problems and leveraged this to community action.  

    Given the opportunity, informed, empowered youth have the capacity to be todayôs partners and tomorrowôs leaders 

in these efforts.  

www.wordsintodeeds.org é https://ithacareuse.org/ 

Gertrude Noden 

mailto:frosty9099@aol.com
https://www.facebook.com/Delta-Kappa-Gamma-Pi-State-1496027187363910/
http://www.dkgnystate.org/
http://www.dkgnystate.org/


 
 
 

2018 Scholarship Survey Results  
 

    Thank you to all 183 members who responded to the Scholarship Committee survey, either on-line or by mail 

and email.  We appreciate your input.  I would like to share some preliminary analysis of your responses with you in this 

article. 

    Of the 183 responses, 59.3% were unlikely to apply for a scholarship (the ones and twos on the scale), 20% undecided 

(middle of the scale) and almost 20% were likely to apply (the fours and fives on the scale).  We would like to understand 

why a higher percentage of our membership is unlikely to apply.  Have we heard from enough of you, our members, to get 

an accurate reading?  Are those currently in the classroom too busy to apply because of so many new requirements?  Or 

do we just need to do a better job of spreading the word on how easy it is to apply, that we have money available and 

there are many categories for which you could qualify? 

    In responding to the questions about technology and training:   

* 89.4% of you said yes and 6.6% said no about whether or not in-service workshops that a school does not cover 

but that pertains to one's subject area could be eligible for a scholarship.  

* More than half of respondents said the cost of a special piece of equipment should be covered (with some 

specifying "as long as others in the department or grade level would also have access to it").   

* Two thirds of the respondents felt it was a good idea for the cost of a special speaker for a class that a school 

could not fund be covered, again as long as others could share in that.   

* 70% of you felt that turn-key training or mentoring that is not covered by a district could be covered by a 

scholarship. One respondent cautioned that schools should be the ones to do this and not DKG, otherwise schools might 

give up their responsibility to that.   It also matters to many of you as to who would supply that training.   

* 67.7% of you thought the cost of NYSUT courses could be eligible for a scholarship. 

    There were lots of write-in ideas in the life skills and retiree interest category.  It seems that yoga and mindfulness is a 

trend that many have discovered and wish to expand upon or wish to begin.  Ideas from and for our retirees show that 

lifelong learning is alive and well. There were plenty of suggestions. 

    Many of you were in favor of the idea of a scholarship covering the cost of attending a conference at one of the many 

national associations of the various subject areas.  Those conferences present the most up-to-date and best practices and 

ideas in each subject.  That seems to offer opportunities for professional development that many members might not have 

considered before or did not have the funds to do. 

    Other write-in suggestions of note include: 

* Scholarships could cover the cost associated with the teaching exams young teachers have to take to get 

certified.  Might that be helpful to our new collegiate level? 

* Can we support any nationally board-certified candidates who are seeking recertification? A grant covers their 

initial fee, but after the initial 10-year period expires, they must get re-certified. The respondent didn't believe there is 

financial help from NYS for this. 

* Be open to any idea that will benefit the member but will help others, too.  That would apply to any of our 

members' applications, whether active or retired. 

     The aim of the Scholarship Committee in sending out the survey was to hear from our members so that we can be as 

responsive to their needs for professional and personal development as possible in the 21st Century.  In the coming 

months, the Committee will continue to discuss and analyze your responses so that we may do just that.   

    In the meantime, we encourage all of our members to think about their educational goals and about how New York 

State can assist you in that.  Of course, further degrees and continuing education/professional development will probably 

top the list of applicants, so please apply for a scholarship!  But if you are retired and are thinking about a new level of 

teaching and/or sharing your talents with others, whatever that may be, then please consider applying for a scholarship to 

help defray some of the costs of that new path.   

     We are always open to your suggestions and comments so feel free to contact me or any of us on the Scholarship 

Committee.               Rosemary Van Wart 

         

 
 
 
 
 
 

Find important DKG information, forms, reports, registrations, Committees and more: 

DKG International website:  www.dkg.org 

Pi State website: www.dkgnystate.org  

CTAUN website:  www.teachun.org   
 US FORUM website: www.usforum.dkg.org  
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Levels of Membership  
 

    As many of our Chapters continue to struggle with recruiting, retaining and reinstating members, consider 

the ways in which our colleagues can participate in DKG through the varying levels of membership that 

DKG provides. 
 

Active Membership: Active members are women who are employed as professional educators or are retired from a 

professional educator position at the time of their induction.  This requires that they are being paid for specific 

educational services or have been paid and are drawing a pension for their years of service.  There is no requirement 

that the women have a specific number of years of experience, nor must they hold a license or certification.  Active 

members can participate in all Chapter activities, have voting privileges, serve on Committees, and hold office.   

Reserve Membership: An active member can request reserve membership if they cannot for whatever reason 

participate in Chapter activities.  This could be due to illness, age or disability.  Retirement is not a reason to consider 

reserve membership.  At the time of the request, they must be an active member in good standing.  That is, their dues 

must be up-to-date.  Reserve membership is granted by a vote of Chapter members.  A reserve member cannot hold 

office but is required to pay reserve dues and the scholarship fee.  They can be restored to active membership should 

their situation change.  As many of our members begin to age and are no longer able to participate at the Chapter or 

State level, Chapters should consider reaching out and offering reserve membership.  In some cases, if Chapter 

Standing Rules allow, the Chapter can consider paying the reserve membership for a long-standing member so that 

their membership is maintained and they can be honored for their years of service.   

Honorary Membership:  Honorary membership can be granted at the Chapter, State or International level to women 

who have made contributions to the field of education but are not eligible for active membership.  They can 

participate in Chapter activities but cannot hold office.  They may serve, however, as a Parliamentarian.  They are 

eligible to transfer to active membership if they become a paid professional educator.   

Collegiate Membership:  This is a new level of membership that was voted on at the International Convention in 

Austin, Texas this past summer.  Membership can now be offered to an undergraduate student in the third or fourth 

year of an accredited degree program with the intent of pursuing a position in the field of education.  It can also be a 

graduate student enrolled in a program working toward a degree in education.  However, the women qualifying for 

this level of membership cannot be in a paid educational position.  Moreover, once they are hired, they must transfer 

to active membership.  If they do not pursue a career in education, their membership expires.  A collegiate level 

member must pay $20 for International dues and $5 for State dues as long as the State BYLAWS & Standing Rules 

are amended in April.  Local Chapters may set dues amounts for this membership, but not until the Chapter Standing 

Rules are amended to reflect this new membership level.  

Transfer Membership:  DKG members are welcome to transfer their membership to another Chapter.  The member 

must call International Headquarters or send a Transfer Request Form (available on the DKG International or NYS 

website under ñFormsò).  DKG Society International will send the information to the appropriate Chapter and State.  

The member should continue to pay dues to their current Chapter until the transfer is official.  A member who 

transfers into a new Chapter does not need to be re-inducted as she is already a member. 

Reinstatement of Membership: A former member who has let her membership lapse for whatever reason is eligible 

for reinstatement by her request.  The Reinstatement of Membership Form is available on the Societyôs or NYS 

website.  This does not require a vote by the Chapter membership and there is no fee.  Since the member has been 

previously inducted, she does not go through the induction ceremony again.   
 

    Membership can come in many levels and forms and offers varying ways to grow and strengthen your 

Chapter.  Consider the membership options and discuss them with your current Chapter members.  Your 

New York State Membership Committee is here to help and the State website has many resources at your 

disposal.                   
        Annmarie Santorelly 

 



 
 
 

NY  State Scholarships, Awards, Stipends and Grants -in -Aid  
 

DEADLINE FOR NOMINATIONS and APPLICATIONS:  February 15, 2019  

Refer to the Pi State website www.dkgnystate.org  for applications and further information. 
 

Title Description Send Applications to 
 

Frederica 
Hollister 

Professional 
Educators 

Award  
 

Nominations can be made by a Chapter or an individual.  Nominees must 

meet the criteria  set forth in Pi State Standing Rules (SR 14.72): "...the 

woman who has exemplified the best in education in New York 

State...had considerable visibility...and made a significantly positive 

impact on education in New York State and possibly at the national 

level. Her contributions should be varied, widely known and should be 

well documented over a period of five years."    

     Frederica Hollister was a Beta Rho Chapter member and the 15th Pi 

State President in 1967.  She was instrumental in beginning our Native 

American Grant(s)-in-Aid and was a dedicated educator and scholar 

during her lifetime.  The Award was established in 1988 from a bequest 

made by her to recognize fellow members who have impacted education 

significantly.   
 

 

Jennifer Lee-Alden 

227 Fayville Road 

Galway 12074  
teachmusic@nycap.rr.com 

Gladys L. 
Mersereau 

Grant (s) -in -
Aid  

Established in 1975 to honor Beta Rho member and past Pi State 

President Gladys L. Mersereau (1946-1948) who wanted to help women 

become teachers, this award is given to a non-member whose education 

was interrupted and who now needs financial aid to complete 

certification requirements.   
 

Mary -Martha Harvey  

185 Park Street 

Canandaigua 14424 

mharvey@frontiernet.net 

 

The Verna 
Mulholland 

Friend of 
Education 

Award  

This award with a plaque and stipend for up to $300 is given to a New 

York State woman, ineligible for membership, who has provided 

outstanding service to education.   

 

Emilie Stris 

41 Parkwold Drive East 

Valley Stream 11580 
ejstris@hotmail.com 

Native 
American 

Grant(s) -in -
Aid  

Award is $500 per semester with a maximum of $5000 and given to 

Native American women pursuing college study in the field of 

education and social service.   

Arlene Ida 

3 Sherwood Park Drive 

Burnt Hills 12027 
aiddski@gmail.com 

Pi State 
Achievement 

Award  
 

The Pi State Achievement Award is presented annually to honor a 

member of at least five years.  A Chapter or member may nominate a 

member who has demonstrated outstanding contributions to education 

and exceptional service to Delta Kappa Gamma at the state level.  

Instituted in 1954, the award is a small gold pin in the form of a Tudor 

rose. 
 

 

Agnes Becker 

3448 East River Road 

Grand Island 14072 

ambecker13@gmail.com 

Bea Small 
Award  

Established in 1999 in memory of Bea Small, a member of Omega, the 

Award is presented to a Pi State Chapter(s) having an outstanding 

existing program or project, which addresses a need of a specific 

population within the Chapterôs geographic area.   

Ellie Robinson 
625 Championship Drive 

Victor 14564 

ejb67r@gmail.com 

Travel & 
Study 

Stipend  

Two stipends may be offered not to exceed $1000.00 each in accordance 

with the Pi State Standing Rules.  Efforts will be made to award one 

stipend to a retired member of the Pi State Delta Kappa Gamma Society 

International and one to a Pi State member currently employed in the 

profession.  Preference will be given to first time attendees.  The stipends 

are available to help with expenses at DKG International and Pi State 

Events, Meetings, Conventions, Regionals and CTAUN. 
 

Pat Turner 

7200 Brookside Drive 

Lockport 14094 

tunes14@yahoo.com 

Scholarship      Pi State Scholarships information, criteria and applications are 

available on Pi State website with a $2000 maximum. 

    International Scholarships are due February 1 by application to 

DKG International.  Applications are available on website www.dkg.org. 

Rosemary Van Wart 

105 Tomahawk Street 

Yorktown Heights 10598 

rvw20@optonline.net 
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  NY State Scholarships  

 

Is there continuing education or a degree in your future?   

If so, NY State has scholarship opportunities for you! 

NY State offers scholarships for the following areas: 

Master's Study 

Doctoral Study 

Post-Doctoral Study 

Enrichment Study 

Research 

Educational Publication 

Road Scholar Programs Created by Elderhostel 

Continuing Education 
 

Applications are available on the NY State website in the ñApplication Formsò box. 

    For further information, you may contact your Chapter President, a NY State Scholarship Committee member or 

Rosemary Van Wart, NY State Scholarship Chair, 105 Tomahawk Street, Yorktown Heights 10598, 

rvw20@optonline.net, 914-248-5397. 

Applicants must be NY State members in good standing for at least 3 years. 

All applications must be in the Scholarship Chairôs email inbox or postmarked by February 15, 2019. 

                   Rosemary Van Wart 

DKG INTERN ATIONAL SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS  

due FEBRUARY 1, 2019  
 

Remember that there are up to 30 awards available - 

$6,000 toward a Masters, second Masters or graduate level Special Area degree and 

$10,000 toward a PhD or an EdD in an accredited program. For applications and information refer to 

https://www.dkg.org/category/committee/scholarship 

Travel & Study Stipend  
 

    The Travel & Study Stipend Committee will award Travel & Study Stipends to active and retired educators and 

promote interest in Society Seminars, Conferences, Regionals or Conventions.  

    The NY State Standing Rules note that there can be two Travel & Study Stipends awarded not to exceed $1000.00. 

Efforts will be made to award one Stipend to a retired member of the NY State and one to a NY State member 

currently employed in the education profession.  

    Taken into consideration on the application are the following criteria: 

1. Number of years of membership and type of service to DKG 

2. Major reasons for applying for the Stipend 

3. The outcome of achievements obtained in attending the Seminar or event 

4. The ways that achievements will be used in the future of DKG and in professional and/or personal growth 

    All sections of the application must be completed in order to be considered. The Travel & Study Stipend application 

is due February 15, 2019 to Patricia L. Turner , Chair Travel & Study Stipend Committee, 7200 Brookside Drive, 

Lockport 14094, tunes14@yahoo.com, 716.434.0012.   

    The application is available on the NY State website in the ñApplication Formsò box.                                                                              

            Pat Turner 
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Congratulations to  é 
 

Dr. Ellen E. Grant , NYS 2015 Honorary Member, for the publication of her article, ñSupporting Female Student 

Leaders: DivHERsity and Servant Leadership Award,ò for the 2018, Volume 84-4 issue of The Delta Kappa Gamma 

Bulletin Collegial Exchange 
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ñLeadership, Literacy & Leading Trends in Educationò 

 

    The Eastern Area Conference was held on September 22nd at Mount Saint Mary College in Newburgh, NY.      

    ñLeadership, Literacy, and Leading Trends in Educationò was the Conference theme. Following a brunch buffet, an 

exuberant keynote address on Leadership Opportunities in Delta Kappa Gamma was delivered by NY State Executive 

Secretary Karen Crumley , Tau. There were two sets of workshop sessions followed by a debriefing/ fellowship and 

acknowledgments time with desserts and coffee. All in all, it was a fantastic gathering of educators.  

     We would like to thank our NY State President Mary -Martha Harvey  and NY State Guests: Treasurer Suzanne 

Patrick , Immediate Past President Deborah Bedard, Second Vice President Jennifer Lee-Alden, Secretary Lisa 

Hyuck, State Editor Kim Goldhirsch , and our Eastern Area Conference Committee Members. 

                                                                                          Eastern Area Co-Chairs Leah Exner & AnnMarie Santorelly 

 

ñConnecting with Womenôs Historyò 

     The Northwest/Southwest Area Council held a western region DKG Fall Conference in Hamburg, NY on 

September 29, 2018.  The theme was ñConnecting with Womenôs Historyò in keeping with the current DKG NYS 

biennium theme, ñOpportunities to Connect.ò  The day was a terrific success.  Attendees had the opportunity to 

connect with each other and with local womenôs history.  The basket benefit resulted in $244.80 going to the DKG 

NYS Educational Foundation Fund and $100 to the DKG NYS Treasury. 

    Mary -Martha Harvey , DKG NYS President, remarked on the importance of taking advantage of opportunities to 

connect with other DKG members and finding ways to help each of our members shine.   

    DKG NYS Parliamentarian and Liaison to NW/SW Area Council Ellie Robinson gave the grace. 

    Sue Kenoyer, DKG NYS First Vice President, presented the thought for the day.   
     
   The immensely entertaining keynote was delivered by Melinda Grube (Lecturer in 

History at Cayuga Community College) portraying Elizabeth Cady Stanton (Womenôs 

Rights Activist) in time period appropriate dress.  

    Her presentation transported the audience back in time to hear directly from Elizabeth 

Cady Stanton as she shared many poignant stories from her life which influenced her to 

become a womenôs rights activist.  She also imparted a vast amount of wisdom with the 

group about influencing change in society.  
 

    Here are a few quotes to ponder and think about how we can apply these today: 

ñWe are sowing winter wheat.  

We are impacting the future but may not see the harvest.ò 

ñDonôt accept convention ï be radical.  People are often not ready to hear.ò 

ñBe the captain of your own shipò 

ñFind what you are passionate about and fight for it.ò 
 

As an educator and DKG member, reflect on the following:   

What are you passionate about? Are you willing to fight for it even if you might not see the results? 

                                                                                                                                                            Dr. Renee L. Funke 

 
 

 

    
Melinda Grube  

portraying  

Elizabeth Cady Stanton 

 

Pi State Educational Foundation Treasurer Named  
 

    After many years, Jane Tanner has stepped down as the Foundation Treasurer.  Since Jane's term as Director ends 

in 2019, Director Jean Sekel has taken over the Treasurer's position.  Please note that membership and 

donation forms and checks should be sent to: Jean Sekel, 128 Inghams Mills Rd., Little Falls, 

NY  13365. 
 

 

Remember that lifetime membership in the Pi State Educational Foundation 

is $25.00 and entitles you to apply for a literacy grant. 
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PI STATE EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION  
 

    The Pi State Educational Foundation is a tax-exempt organization that promotes literacy and learning by supporting 

literacy projects developed by Pi State members and chapters.  The Foundation has been very busy and has some great 

news to report! 

     What a wonderful time we had at the State Fall Executive Board in Corning!  The 15th Anniversary Celebration 

of the Foundation was a noteworthy eventðthank you to all of you who attended and helped us celebrate this 

milestone.  We were pleased to have former Directors Agnes Becker and Barbara Cook join us.  All Directors were 

introduced by Jane Tanner.  A short history of the Foundation was given Sheila Brady-Root.  Jean Sekel shared 

highlights of past grants that have been awarded with us.  Grace Murphy and Ginny Dudko recognized the Chapters 

that met the 18-by-18 Challenge.  Lastly, Agnes Becker shared her vision for the Foundationôs growth through the 

next 15 years.  We might consider things like offering our members the ability to donate to the Foundation through 

payroll deductions or offer a scholarship that is different from others that are given.   

    Special thanks go to President Mary -Martha Harvey , Executive Secretary Karen Crumley, Past Director and 

Founder Agnes Becker and all five current Directors for their generous donations in funding this special occasion and 

help in planning and carrying out the Celebration.  We hope that all members proudly wear the Foundation pins they 

received.  

    The Annual Meeting of the Pi State Educational Foundation will be held at this year's New York State 

Convention at the Ramada Geneva Lakefront in Geneva, New York on Saturday, April 27, 2019.  Grant winners 

from this past year will give updates on their projects at this meeting.  There will be an election of one Director to the 

Board of Directors at this meeting.  The term of Director Jane Tanner is up.  Since she has served two terms allowed 

by the BYLAWS, she is not running again.  Jane also served as the Foundationôs Treasurer for many years.  We thank 

her for her capable leadership.   

    Please consider running for this important Directorôs position.  Send a letter of interest to the Board President 

Ginny Dudko at 41 Wilson Rd., Sparrowbush 12780 or by e-mail to vdudko@frontiernet.net.  We would especially 

encourage people who are former grant recipients to consider running for the position of Director.  If you have 

questions about what the position entails, contact Ginny Dudko, Foundation President or one of the other Directors. 

    Members of the Foundation will be asked to vote on a number of changes to the Pi State Educational Foundation 

BYLAWS.  Most of them are ñhousekeepingò items that have to do with things like place of our office that was not 

anticipated when the Foundation was incorporated.  The proposed changes are posted on the New York State website 

of Delta Kappa Gamma. There is a ñbuttonò on the home page of the State website entitled, ñPi State Ed. Foundation 

Proposed BYLAWS Changes.ò  Simply click on that and it will take you to the link.  Thank you to the Foundationôs 

Parliamentarian Karen Crumley for her work updating the BYLAW  changes. 

    The Directors are pleased to announce that we received two applications for grants in the November 1st funding 

round and both won approval!  One was a continuation of a former project and one had been funded before.   

* Leah Exner of Tau Chapter, who had received funding for a literacy cart for a nature trail at her school, 

won approval for her Chapter project, ñOutdoor Literacy Connections.ò  Tree identification markers will be added to 

the nature trail and an outdoor book-lending library box will be purchased and added to the trail where children can 

borrow books.  In addition, another structure will be added to the trail to hold historical items that were found on the 

property when the trail was constructed.   

* The second Chapter grant, ñBorn to Read,ò was submitted for funding by Kristina Kowalchuk .  Lambda 

Chapter will partner with Massena and Canton-Potsdam Hospitals to participate in birthing classes there.  They will 

interact with expectant parents and provide them with books and literature about the importance of reading to their 

newborns and model good reading for them.  

    As reported in the fall Pi Lights, remember that Foundation grant checks are now made out to the Chapter 

Treasurers, who will then release the money to the Project Directors.  Also, post-project reports must contain financial 

receipts.  And finally, any unused funds from a grant must be returned to the Foundation Treasury.  These changes 

were made on the advice of our tax advisor to save usðand youða lot of bookkeeping work! 

     We were proud to recognize 15 Chapters at the Anniversary Celebration who ñMet the 18-By-18 Challenge:ò 

Tau, Omega, Alpha Alpha, Alpha Tau, Gamma Zeta, Gamma Delta, Beta Mu, Alpha Chi, Alpha Kappa, Pi, Beta Psi, 

Alpha Delta, Alpha Pi, Beta Kappa, Beta Kappa. All Foundation members in those Chapters received the special 

commemoration pins.  Wear them proudly, knowing you are a supporter of learning and literacy!   In addition, all 

Foundation members who attended the Celebration received the commemoration pin.             Ginny Dudko 
 

mailto:vdudko@frontiernet.net


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page Twenty-Seven                Pi State Educational Foundation  

Pi State 

Educational 

Foundation  

Lifetime Members  

(March 1, 2018 - December 1, 

2018) 

Alpha Tau 

Andrea Windus 

Lynn Johnson 

Alpha Beta 

Mary Ann Baldari 

Beta Zeta 

Anne L'Hommedieu 

Omega 

Cynthia A. Lynch 

Alpha Epsilon 

Darlene Urbonowicz 

Psi 

Mary Brassard 

Beta Delta 

Carol Lord 

Alpha Rho 

Heather Donovan 

Alpha Kappa 

Debra Zaffuts 

Chi 

Donna Zehr 

Beta Epsilon 

Leslie Eileen Chambers 

Alpha Theta 

Gail P. Miller 

Gamma Zeta 

Lori Clark 

Tau 

Susan Kaufman 

Alpha Alpha 

Lynn Keefer 
 

 

Pi State Educational Foundation Donations 
(March 1, 2018 ï December 1, 2018)) 

 

Janet Judson, Alpha Gamma, in memory of Margery Seamon  

Janet Judson, Alpha Gamma, in memory of Dr. William Welsh 

NYS Executive Committee in honor of Mona Lee Bogan, Registrar for 2018 Fall 

Executive Board Meeting/Seminar 

Elizabeth Huggler, Tau, made a donation 

Phi Chapter, in memory of Edna Foley 

Ellie Robinson, Alpha Tau, in honor of the Foundationôs 15th Anniversary 

Virginia Nightingale, Alpha Nu, in memory of Patricia Karic 

Brianne Tugaw, Sigma 

Sheila Brady-Root, Alpha Alpha, in honor of her ñMentor Aunt Emilyò 

Donna Zehr, Chi 

Heather Donovan, Alpha Rho 

Joan Goldstein, Gamma Alpha, in memory of Mary Bloise 

Carol Lord , Beta Delta 

Mary Brassard, Psi 

Karen Crumley, Tau, in honor of the Foundationôs 15th Anniversary 

Agnes Becker, Gamma Delta, in honor of the Foundationôs 15th Anniversary 

Mary -Martha Harvey, Omega, in honor of the Foundationôs 15th Anniversary 

Pi Chapter, in memory of Barbara Lamanto 

Alpha Theta, in honor of Alpha Lambdaôs 60th Anniversary 

 

ATTENTION:  
EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION MEMBERS  

 

    The Annual Meeting of the Pi State Educational Foundation will be held 

at the NY State 2019 CONVENTION on Saturday, April 27 at 3:45-

4:35pm. See p. 23 for information for the Agenda. 

Foundation Project Grant Applications  
due May 1 st and November 1 st 

 

The 15 th  Anniversary Celebration  

 
 

Special thanks  to all our donors and lifetime members in the Pi State Educational 
Foundation.  Over the years you have supported valuable literacy projects 

throughout our State that may not have existed without your financial support.  

Thank you!  
 

 

 Pi State Foundation Directors  
 

 2018 -2022  
Virginia ( Ginny) Dudko, Tau, President 

2016 -2020  
Jean Sekel, Pi, Treasurer 

2016 -2020  
Grace Murphy, Alpha Beta, Secretary 

2015 -19 
Jane Tanner, Beta Kappa 

2016 -2020  
Sheila Brady-Root, Alpha Alpha 

 
 



                   
 

2014-18 

Virginia ( Ginny) Dudko, Tau, Chair 

2018-19 

Jean Sekel, Pi, Treasurer 

2016-20 

Jean Sekel, Pi, Secretary 

Sheila Brady-Root, Alpha Alpha 

Grace Murphy , Alpha Beta 

 

After many years, Jane Tanner has stepped down as 

the Foundation treasurer.  Since Jane's term as 

director ends in 2019, Director Jean Sekel has taken 

over the treasurer's position.  Please note that 

membership and donation forms and checks should 

be sent to: Jean Sekel, 128 Inghams Mills Rd., Little 

Falls, NY  13365. 
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"Our Planet - Our Crisis - What Now?"  

Please mark 5 April  on your calendar and let your colleagues know as well. 

 

Teaching projects based on a past CTAUN Conference are encouraged.   

Submit applications for the 

CTAUN EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION Award   

given out during the Conference; deadline for submission 1 February 2019. 

 

College students interested in participating in the CTAUN Poster Contest must submit designs by 

deadline of 28 February 2019 to intlcoll@bridgeport.edu. Must address the theme of the 2019 CTAUN 

Conference: ñOUR PLANET - OUR CRISIS - WHAT NOW?ò Details under "Awards" on website. 

 

Details on the conference, including program, registration and special hotel rates for out-of-town 

conference participants, will be posted on the CTAUN website: www.teachun.org  
 

OPEN LETTER TO GAMMA GAMMA  
 

Dear Tressa L. Wilber-Smith, President 2014-2018, Gamma Gamma, 
 

    I am writing to you representing the Executive Committee of Pi Chapter.  We had read your wonderful 

article in the Summer 2018 Pi Lights on page 10 ñEngaged Yearly Programming in 20 Minutes Flat?  It 

is POSSIBLE!ò  We read it in wonder and doubt.  But we decided to try it.   

    Our November meeting was totally devoted to planning the 2019-2020 programs for Pi Chapter.  We 

meet 6 times a year.  One meeting is for our annual fund raiser and one is for Induction of Initiates, Officers 

or both.  That left four meetings to plan.  We divided those present into 4 groups, had them choose one of 

four topics we cover each year:  womenôs health, personal growth, professional growth and learning more 

about DKG. 

    It worked!!!!   At first, we were challenged and confused.  It was the first time some of us planned a 

meeting.  But two Officers with plenty of experience floated around the room answering questions, giving 

suggestions, and praising the work being done. 

    Pi Chapter thanks Gamma Gamma so much for a terrific idea.  We donôt need to come up with new ideas, 

we need to SHARE our ideas that work.  Thank you for sharing your creative plan for programs. 

    If we might quote you:   

 ñPlanning a year of programming in 20 minutes is possible!ò 

          Sincerely, Jean Sekel & the Pi Chapter Executive Committee 
 

mailto:intlcoll@bridgeport.edu
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001PEg_PiS5vZBxuHXN54lGof0imQ2Pl2qjkqx-8yXopTgsFNhHDhgBzp-zil2sP1Ig_ZD63F_Hvp3fOhaqGg5oX4T6VaUmwyV5sCSm4N6hbHS0T8IwoRV5qGYY4GEmV83JLrgh-vVwhFU2D5VMUL84B2GhmY5Yl2A87byX6CFb1_jvUtOj6va-uWYjDeOMkv9bS5yeQVqwMQCj6oEI_d42v-i7x3BRn447xsTd9F_IjcZHnkysS8EdB6oDqdfwCUPErZqlDcV26CD3BA1bYN8TFizrzxsHdnheWA76k4qV90Yv0RDu-L4J8ehmwnw_XXjHmRw3LyTUFS8TE8SCFyj1lw==&c=d2xcKCeohmr7GxsskW1DL1vJ_3l92GX6_DKAYKpJStS6nX0MAB-vig==&ch=w6Xt8ZDyHNm8aU3z_XEZpneJb65ZUTDswpN8J6Cy1olBrbsPmEy_rg==


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page Twenty-Nine         Pride of NY  

 

 
Beta Mu  

 

 
Beta Mu inducted six new members. 

(L to R): Kathy Briggs, Heather 

Bickford, & Temnit Muldowney 
 

Not Pictured are Patricia Damp,  

Ellen Hoistma, & Joanne Rodgers 
                          Photo Courtesy of Sue Norris 

Omega  
 

 
Omega newest member,  

Deanna Massucco (right), 

Palmyra-Macedon CSD English 

Teacher, with her sponsor,  

Christine Bennett  
                 Photo Courtesy of Gail Burr 

Beta Delta  
 

 
Amy Beaudin (left) of the 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton School, 

pictured with her sponsor, 

Carlene Mull, is Beta Delta 

newest member. 
Photo Courtesy of Sue Norris 

 

Beta Omega  
 

 
Newest members of Beta Omega: (l to r) Janis Palsgraf, 

Linda Goewey, Juliann DellaRocco,  

Barbara Oberdieck and Kayla Fraser 
                                                      Photo Courtesy of Jennifer Lee-Alden 

 

Alpha Alpha  
 

 
(l to r) Co-Sponsor Pam Quamo, Chapter 

President Bridget Bishop, newest member Susan 

Ross and Co-Sponsor Donna Noble 
                                          Photo Courtesy of Judy Wadsworth 

 
                                        

 

 
                       Mary Luckern 

 

Omega  
 

    Mary Luckern , a 53-yr. Omegan, was honored by the Boys and 

Girls Club of her hometown Geneva for her life's work dedicated to the 

children and families of that city.  

    Called "Geneva's Educator of All Time"  by Chris Lavin , 

Director of the Geneva Boys and Girls Club, Ms. Luckern had a hand 

in four generations of families whose children made their way through 

the schools she ran.  Spending 65 years in Geneva as a Teacher, 

Mentor, Principal and in later years, local Politician, Ms. Luckern was 

named as NYS's National Distinguished Elementary Principal during 

her tenure.  She was recognized for her lifetime of educational and 

community leadership and service.                        Courtesy of Gail Burr  
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Alpha Iota ôs November 2018 Scholarship Fundraiser  
A Barnes & Noble Book Fair  

 

    Alpha Iota sisters recently held a Book Fair at the Barnes & Noble Store in Clay.  Purchases that week, in store or 

online (except gift cards), gave credit to the Chapter towards three scholarships for senior girls attending an Oswego 

County School.  Children entering the store could spin the wheel for fun to win a prize such as a pencil, bookmark or 

piece of candy.  It was amazing at how many chose the bookmark! Customers could pick up a special coupon to use at 

checkout to give Alpha Iota the credit for purchases.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Article and photos by Karen Marzynski 

 

 
Dolores Beams (left) and Gloria 

Stone (right) at the welcome table   

 

 
Shelly Lee reading to a child in 

the Childrenôs Book Department  

 
 

 
Mary Anne Warner-Long 

reading to a child in the 

Childrenôs Book Department 

 

Gamma Epsilon & Lambda  
 

    In early October, thirty-five members of the Gamma Epsilon and Lambda Chapters of the Northern Area Council 

came together for a joint meeting. The meeting kicked off at the brand-new North Country Childrenôs Museum 

located in Potsdam. The Childrenôs Museum believes ñthat learning is a hands-on, minds-on, interactive experience.ò    

        Members were able to try the hands-on exhibits and also heard from the 

Museumôs Educator. The Museum presents many opportunities for families and 

local schools, including specialized field trips focusing on such things as space 

exploration, catapults and archeology.  Since the Museum is supported by 

generous donations and volunteer time, members were encouraged to volunteer, 

especially as former educators.  

        Local colleges like SUNY Potsdam and St. Lawrence University collaborate 

with the Museum in multiple ways. Since SUNY Potsdam has been preparing 

educators for more than 200 years, it is taking on an active role at the Museum.  

For example, its future teachers enjoy applied learning experiences with children from the community and create 

educational kits intended for programming at the Museum. St. Lawrence professors have also collaborated with 

Museum staff to provide stimulating educational activities that are content-driven and  

standards-based.   

    The members then enjoyed dinner at Sergiôs Italian Restaurant. The dinner included an 

opportunity for members to get to know one another by sharing information related to their 

educational careers and recent highlights in their lives. The evening concluded with a 

celebration of Lambdaôs 70th birthday with a beautiful cake. 

                      To learn more about the North Country Childrenôs Museum,  

                        please visit: http://www.northcountrychildrensmuseum.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to  é 
 Northeast Regional Director Jane Tanner, Chi, for publication of her article, ñEverything I Learned about Being a 

Leader I Learned in Kindergarten DKG,ò for the 2018, Volume 85-2 issue of The Delta Kappa Gamma Bulletin 

 

 

http://www.northcountrychildrensmuseum.org/
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Omega  
 

    Omega Chapter's annual "Make I t, Bake I t or Fake I t" fundraiser, held in November, raised over $4300 to be used 

for Omega's Grants-in-Aid Project.  Grants of $1000 will be awarded to each of four deserving area 2019 graduating 

seniors who plan to matriculate in the field of education.  Since its inception in 1985, Omega has awarded a total of 

$41,300 in grant money to future educators. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photos and Article Courtesy of Gail Burr 

 
 

  

 

Photo to left:  

Members Kristen 

Jabara and Anne 

Forbes holding a 

festive auction item 
 

Photo to right: 

Auctioneer Past 

President Mary 

Cherniss and her 

helper member 

Kay Van Dusen 

Alpha Alpha  
 

ñImproving Global Awareness of Women Educatorsò 
 

(l to r) Moderator Eileen Wuethrich with Panelists Gina Ghysel, 

Annie Tran Flesch, Dr. Barbara Mitrano, and Dr. Faith 

Prather. All but Ms. Ghysel are Alpha Alpha members. 
 

 

Beta Omega  
 

    Assemblywoman Mary Beth Walsh inspired members of Beta Omega.  Mary Beth is a working mom of 6 who 

practices law in our area as well as representing the people of the 112th district in the New York State Assembly.  Prior  

to being elected to the Assembly, Mary Beth served in a variety of leadership positions in 

local and county government, including two terms as a councilwoman in the Town of 

Ballston, Saratoga County IDA, Saratoga County Ethics Advisory Council and Saratoga 

County Autism Council.   

     In the Assembly, Mary Beth serves on the Committees of Aging, Mental Health, 

Children and Families, Libraries and Education Technology, and Education.  She is also a 

member of the Legislative Womenôs Caucus.  In her law practice, she focuses her work 

advocating for children and families.   

     In our meeting, we learned about the legislative process as well as Mary Bethôs legal 

work.  It is our hope, as a Chapter, to accept her invitation to visit the Capitol when the 

Assembly is in session as well as learn more about advocating for education with our 

elected officials of our State.  We thank Assemblywoman Walsh for a meeting that was 

both educational and inspirational to us all as women educators.  Pat Siano 

 

 

 
Mary Beth Walsh 

                      
   Leadership  

                       Development  
                             Toolkit  
                          Available  

 

                   Go to www.dkgnystate.org. 

                          Click Committees.   

                      

              Scroll down to Leadership  

                Development Resources. 

                    
                       

 

 

http://www.dkgnystate.org/


               
      

 

 

                                                            
 

 

 

      

        

        

      

 

 

         

 

 

         

2017 -19 State 
Officer s 

President 
Mary -Martha W. Harvey ,  

Omega- EC 
185 Park Street 

Canandaigua, NY 14424 

585.394.3409 

E-mail: mharvey@frontiernet.net 
 

First Vice-President 

Sue Kenoyer, Psi-N 
254 Allen Road 

Plattsburgh, NY 12901 

518.561.4538 

Email: sue.kenoyer@charter.net 

Second Vice-President 
Jennifer Lee-Alden,  

Beta Omega-C 
227 Fayville Rd. 

Galway, NY 12074 

518.883.3046 

Email: teachmusic@nycap.rr.com  
 

Secretary 
Lisa Huyck, Rho-SC 
69 Miller Road 

Treadwell, NY 13846 

607.829.6118 

Email: farming@citlink.net 
 

Immediate Past President 
Deborah Bedard,  

Alpha Epsilon-C 
P.O. Box 782 

Glens Falls, NY 12801-0782 

518.793.8418 

E-mail: dmbedard29@yahoo.com  
 

Executive Secretary 
Karen P. Crumley, Tau-E 
50 Hidden Ridge Rd. 

Monticello, NY 12701 

845.794.0207 

E-mail: kcrumley@hvc.rr.com 
 

Treasurer 
Suzanne Patrick, Rho-SC 
11189 County Highway 23 

Unadilla, NY 13849 

607.369.4817 

E-mail: spatrick2@stny.rr.com  
 

Editor  
Kim Goldhirsch,  

Alpha Zeta- EC 
82 Manor Road 

Red Hook, NY 12571 

845.546.6619 

E-mail: 

teachingmom1988@gmail.com 
 

Parliamentarian 
Eleanor Robinson, 

Gamma Delta-NW 
625 Championship Drive 

Victor, NY 14564 

585-433-8188 

E-mail: ejb67r@gmail.com    

 

 

 

Information for Spring  Issue of Pi Lights  (online)  

Due March 1, 2019  
 

E-mail articles, photographs, Chapter Initiates, member accomplishments, Chapter 

service projects, Area Conference information and Pride of Pi highlights to: 

Kim Goldhirsch teachingmom1988@gmail.com é  

subject line ï DKG Pi Lights 
 

Reminder:  Submissions are subject to editorial changes by the State Editor and Proofers due 

to space limitations and for clarity. 
 

Pi Lights  Deadlines for 2019  
   March 1, 2019é June 1, 2019 é September 1, 2019  

NY State Due Dates 2019  
 

February 1 ï International Scholarship applications due 

February 1 ï Chapter Annual Necrology due to State Membership Chair 

February 15 - NY State Awards, Scholarships & Grant(s)-in-Aid Forms due to 

Committee Chairs (See Summary on NY State Website & Pi Lights.) 

March 1 - Submissions for Spring 2019 Issue of Pi Lights due 

March 15 ï Committee Chair Reports for Convention Redbook due to State 

Executive Secretary 

May 1 ï Pi State Educational Foundation Project Grant application due 

June 1 ï Dues for 2019-2020 due to State Treasurer 

June 1 ï Submissions for Summer 2019 Issue of Pi Lights due 

June 30 ï Chapter Standing Rules due to State President, Parliametarian and 

Chair BYLAWS & Rules 

July 30-August 1 - International Conference: Global Awareness at 

Foxwoods Resort & Casino, Mashantucket, Connecticut é Refer to 

International and State websites. 

August 16-17 - NY State Leadership Development Seminar for New State 

Chairs at the Hilton Garden Inn, East Syracuse é Refer to mailing to new 

State Chairs and State website.  
September 1 - Submissions for Fall 2019 Issue of Pi Lights due 
 

 

  
 

Wilson Press, Inc. 

56 Miller Street 

Seneca Falls, NY 13148 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Members send address changes to:   

The Delta Kappa Society International, P.O. Box 1589, Austin, Texas 78767 
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